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Foreword 


■fT is now over twenty-five yeais since India acbievcd inclepenclcnce 
and declared herself a democracy A time has now come when 
every Indian as a true citizen should assess the achievements India 
has made as a democratic country and at the same time, find out 
the difficulties India has faced or is still facing in solving her social, 
economic and political problems. As a true citizen, it is the duty of 
each individual to work for the timely and sincere solution of these 
problems, It is necessary to make the school-going children conscious 
of these problems, so that they may grow as worthy citizens dedi- 
cating their future to the welfare of the countiy. To bring this about, 
social studies has a very important role to play. This textbook, 
‘Independent India,’ which is written on the basis of social studies 
syllabus, mirrors all such problems as a child needs to know. 

Civics forms an integral part of social studies The syllabus for 
social studies prepared by N.C.E R.T, gives pioper place to the 
teaching of civics at all levels of school education. At the primary 
stage, emphasis has been placed on the inculcation of good habits 
so that a child may grow as a good citizen. 

Principles and oiganization of Indian Government and the vari- 
ous pioblems prevalent in the post-independence era, constitute the 
.syllabus for the middle stage, This present volume which is the thud 
in the series for the stage, covers the study of all those problems 
which are reflected in the social, economic and political life of the 
■country. 

To make this book interesting for the children, efforts have been 
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made lo simplify the difficult concepts thiough simple language and 
illustrations, At the end of each chapteij exercises have been piovided 
both for the use of the teacher and tlie student, 

The first draft of the book was prepared by Di. Hau Mohan 
Jam, Headei, Allahabad Uuiveisity, and Shri P, S Khaic ol Agrasen 
Inter College, Allahabad, iiodci the guidance of Piof, T, S Mehta, 
Iiicharge, Head of the Dcpaiimoiil of Social Sciences and Hiimamiics, 
The maniisciipt was finally sciniiiiixcd by a review group comprising 
experienced leacheis and Shri A G Sharmii and Mis, Supta Das 
fiom the Department, The Coiiiicil is thankful to all those who have 
helped in the prepaiation of this volume at the viu'ious stages, 

We shall like to call this edition a tiuil one Any suggestion 
iiom teachers will be most welcome. 


S. V C. Aiya 
Director, 
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Democracy and 
the Citizen 


Y OU have alieady studied in the previous class tliat our 

Constitution has established democracy in the countiy, In 
a demociacy it is the people who elect their government, 
In these elections it is only the adult population of the countiy 
that has the right to vote, If the voteis elect able persons as 
their repiesentatives the people will be happy. In the olden days 
when the kings and princes used to rule over countries, tlie 
government of a countiy was under the control of a single per- 
son. If the ruler was able and honest, his subjects would be 
happy, otheiwise not. There was a saying, “as the king so the 
subjects” Democratic goveniment, however, is the government 
of the people Hence, in a democracy, a more appropriate saying 
will be, “as the voters so the government”. 

In fact, a good democratic government is possible only if the 
citizens aie able and honest. In a democracy the citizens have 
to be vigilant Most often they have to lake important decisions. 
If they possess adec[uatc knowledge of the problems of their 
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countiy or region they can take coirecl decisions, The citizens 
should, therefore, acquire and increase their knowledge through 
newspapers, radio, television and public meetings. 

In a democracy every citizen has the freedom to express his 
views. You want that others should understand you; likewise, 
others also want you to understand them. Even the views of 
an opponent should be heard patiently, for in a democracy the 
Views of the opposition are treated with respect. 

Citizens have the light to consider the woiking of the 
government and tO' ciiticise it for its mistakes. They have the 
right to oppose the policies puisued by their government But 
in doing so, they should not damage national property, or disturb 
the life of the common man, or dislocate the smooth woiking of 
me government. In a democracy a government is elected only 
for a definite term. Therefore, constitutional means alone should 
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be employed to lemove it before its term is over. Otheiwise, one 
should wait until the next general election to bring about this 
change. 

Democracy is the government of the people, This means 
the rule of the representatives of the people belonging to the 
majority party in the countiy. Sometimes when no single party 
has absolute majority, several parties combine to form majoiity. 
Majority rule does not mean ignoring the views of the minority 
It IS the duty of the majoiity party not to hint the feelings of 
the minority. On the other hand it is the duty of the minority 
to abide by the decisions taken by the majority. In a deiriocracy 
the government of the majority party should act in the interests 
of the whole countiy and not in its own narrow interest. The 
citizen should also give piioiity to the national interest, Progiess 
of one legion helps prosperity of all the regions. Hence, one 
should not be led away by peisonal or legional interests. 

We have had by now several general elections in the country. 
Although univeisal adult fianchise entitles every major person 
to vote, not all the citizens of the country exercise this right. 
■Out of laziness some people do not take the trouble of casting 
their vote, others think, “what do I gain out of this” Also, theie 
aie those who feel that non-voting will make no appieciable 
diffeience. Sometimes, a voter feels that as none of the candi- 
dates is known to him he is not interested in the victory or 
defeat of any of them. The result of all tins is that, at times, not 
even half of the citizens exercise their right to vote They do 
not realise that casting the vote at the time of elections is not 
tinly dieir right but also their duty. They must do this duty, or 
else only the selfish and incompetent persons may get elected 

When the voter is faced with a number of candidates he 
has to make a choice. It is time of tiial of his wisdom, patriotism 
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and feeling of selflessness. After due consideration he should 
vote for a person who can seiye the cause of the people with 
greater devotion. The voter should know tlie qualities of the 
candidate and the record of his social woik. Most of the can- 
didates belong to some political party or the other, Therefoie, 
apart from the personal ability, honesty and tire record of social 
work of the candidate, the voter should also know about the 
party to which he belongs. The voter should have clear under- 
standing of the aims and programmes of the party. Anns and 
programmes of tlie parties are usually given in the manifestoes 
oi the parties issued at the time of election. A citizen should 
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vote for candidates of only those political parties which want to 
preseive the integrity of the country and which seive the in- 
terests of all the people of the country. 

Voting under the influence of caste, religion or provincial 
feeling weakens democracy. This strikes at the root of national 
unity and pollutes social atmosphere. Sometimes in the name of 
language or of caste, incompetent persons aie able to mislead 
the voters Occasionally they succeed and win the election After 
that they serve their own interest rather than the interest of 
the society as a whole. 

In order to obtain votes, some candidates offer different 
lands of temptations to the voters. For example, they carry the 
voters to the polling booth in their conveyance, or provide them 
with food or entertainment. Voters should not be carried away 
by these temptations. It is neitlier legal nor proper for the can- 
didates to use such unfair means. 

A successful candidate should forget narrow party difference 
and he should devote himself to the general uplift of all the 
people of his constituency. It is not proper to defect from one’s 
own party after the election. This practice corrupts the political 
life of the country. Defections bring self-interest to the fore and 
throw people’s interest into the background. Keeping all these 
things in min d, we should always be vigilant and defend de- 
mocracy. Success of democracy depends on hard work, mutual 
cooperation and character of the people Casteism, lack of in- 
terest in political life and backwardness in education are the 
gi'eat enemies of deniocracy Success of deniocracy also requires 
faith of the people in this system. They should have the faith 
that like other demoeratic countries they can also solve their 
problems through democratic means. In a democracy, decisions 
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taken by tlie majority 
about peacefully. 


aie lespecled and changes are brought 


KXEUCISES 

1 How ii a goveimneut foniied m a dcmociacy ? 

a bo kcTt an mind by a votor bofoie vobnE ? 

m!.'' f SO to vote an oua countay P ^ ^ 

Wliit aie the anetheds which the citizens m a democaacy slLkl eranlov 
to oiapose government laohcie'! ? ^ enapjoy 

“»V“ ‘■“’“•ov m om 

M (V) ly Mmeiiti which aic icIaM l„ ,le„„o,acy tl» bncfel. 
given against each statement 

(a) Views of the opposition arc aespecled ( ) 

(b) Majority paities loim the goveinnicnt in tlie coimUv, ( ) 

Women and scholais aie given privileges ( ) ' 

rile iich are not granted piivileges ( ) 

iiL'r r '™'8 

All Ctic™ Iwc ac iiglil to opjco He j, ( ) 


(c) 

(cl) 

(e) 

(f) 


ACTIVITIES 

--“-sins: 




Education 


^ 0 urn a democratic government properly it is necessary to 

have the citizens educated. Educated citizens know their 
rights and duties better than uneducated ones They can give 
more serious thought to public problems, and they can under- 
stand the problems relating to the good of the countiy in a 
better way, They can formulate thcii views on these subjects. 

In our countiy there are many people who are still ilhteiate. 
The number of illiterates among women is even more After 
Independence there has been an emphasis on the expansion of 
education, as a result of which tire percentage of liteiacy m the 
country is on the increase, At the same time, the population of 
the country is also increasing at such a rate tliat the total num- 
ber of illiterate persons is not getting less, on the contraiy, it is 
on the increase. 

In our country the mam responsibility for education rests 
witli the governments of the States At the same time, the Cen- 
tial Government also offers some facilities for it. Our Constitution 
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directs the States to provide lice and compulsory education to 
all children up to the age of fourteen, All the States have made 
primary education free but only a few States have taken steps 
in the direction of compulsory education. 

Pi'ogress of Education 

The reason for such a situation is tlie lack of adequate 
resources. Every one in the country recognises the value of edu- 
cation, but the resQuices of the country aie so limited that we 
are not making progress in the field of education at a quick rate. 
Even if we prepare a plan to educate our iHiteiate people in 
the minimum possible time we shall have to open a large num- 
ber of schools and shall have to equip these .schools with neces- 
sary materials for this puqiose. This will requiie lakhs of trained 
teachers All this, in tuiii, will require huge expendituie, 

For the progress of a countiy, education is important. Be- 
fore Independence, the number of educated poisons in tlie 
comitry was limited. Moreover, our foreign masters did not 
encourage industry m the countiy, Therefore, the development 
of technical education in the countiy was nominal. Thus, after 
Independence on the one hand we needed trained teachers for 
the expansion of education, on the other hand there was the 
need for tiained mechanics, fitters, overseers, engineers, etc., 
for the development of our industiy. It was under these 
circumstances and on account of our limited resources that we 
could not fulfil the directives given to us by tlie Constitution in 
the field of education We have to spend our money on many 
other items as well. 

In spite of all these limitations, our Government decided 
to spend a sum of eight hundred and eight crores of rupees 
on education during the Fourth Plan period Even before tins, 
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our Centi'al and State Governments liad spent sufficiently large 
sums on education New universities have been opened to im- 
part higher education, and attempts have been made to improve 
tlie old universities. In the couise of the last twenty-five years 
the number of universities has grown several times. 

Special type of educational institutions have been establish- 
ed to impait professional and technical education, This enables 
the countiy to find trained personnel for its industiy. Five Cen- 
tral institutes have been opened for the training of technical 
peisonnel. They are loiown as the Indian Institutes of Techno- 
log)'- and are established at New Delhi, Kanpur, Kharagpur, 
Madras and Bombay. Besides these, a number of regional engi- 
neering colleges have been opened in different parts of the 
country. To irapaiL training to persons for small trade and in- 
dustry a large number of Industrial Training Institutes have also 
been opened in many important cities of the country. Besides 
these, many institutions have been opened for the study of me- 
dicine, agriculture and such other subjects, and the number of 
such institutions is on the increase. 

Adult education forms an important part of the pioblem of 
education. This relates to tlic education of those persons who 
could not get a chance to have education during their child- 
hood, or who had to discontinue it on account of poverty or for 
some other reasons. Our Goveimment and private agencies have 
made special efforts to educate them through night schools, 
reading-rooms, libraries, the cinema and radio Special pro- 
grammes are relayed through radio for the benefit of rural 
people. Besides this, adult education is imparted also through 
bhajan, kirtan, drama, etc. 

Despite all these efforts ihe problem of illiterac)' remains to 
be solved Nearly three-fourths of our country’s population are 
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still illiterate. This problem is more acute in the countryside. 
If most of our people remain mieducated, they will not be able 
to take part in tlie political activities of the country. Under the 
circumstances they will neither be able to make proper use of 
theii' lights nor will they be in a position to fulfil their duties. 
Interested persons will also take advantage of their lack of edu- 
cation and superstitious beliefs 

It IS therefore necessary to speed up the growth of educa- 
tion. Sending children to school between the age of five and 
eleven should be made compulsory in all the States. It should 
also be kept in mind that the child compleLes his primary edu- 
cation at least up to the age of fourteen years Our courses of 
study should be so reformed that the educated do not remain 
unemployed To raise the standard of education it is necessary 
to give training to maximum number of teachers, 

Education is the soul of democracy. Only the educated 
citizens can advance its cause. They alone can turn it into a 
real people’s government, the object of which is the welfare of- 
the people. 


EXERCISES 

1 How are the educated people moie useful for dcmociacy ? 

2, Why has education not .spiead in our country at a quicker pace? 

3 Udiat pro"ie?s luas been made in our countiy in the field of technical and 
piofessional education ? 

4 What steps aie being taken in the direction of adult education ? 

5 Answer each one of the following in a single sentence . 

(a) Wliat amount has been allocated for education m the Fomth Five- 
Year Plan ? 

(b) Wheie have the Indian Institutes of Technology been opened ? 



(c) ilcl GopMi is 'KP®* 

cation Util'® Si®*' ^ 




Poverty 


UR countiy is rich, but our people are poor Even though 
^ tins may sound stiange, there is a great deal of truth in this 
statement. 

Our country is endowed with natural resources. Also from 
the point of view of its extent, our country is the seventh biggest 
in the world, Its area is 3.27 million sq, km, which is thirteen 
times bigger than that of Great Bntain and eight times bigger 
than that of Japan Different kinds of crops can be grown in 
different paits of the countiy. There is a network of rivers all 
over the country. We have mountains in the country, as big as 
the Himalayas, and many small ones as well, Our land is full 
of minerals. All the benefits which one gels from the sea are 
easily available to us, 

If all these gifts of nature are properly utilised, the living 
standard of our people can be raised However, because of the 
foreign rule we could not do this for a long time. Most of our 
people are poor. The food, clothing and housing facilities which 
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most of our people have are very meagre. The task of removing 
poverty is therefoie very difficult. 

Both the national income and the average per capita in- 
come are much less compared to the national and per capita 
incomes of the advanced countries. 



There is a big gulf between the income of the rich and 
the poor in our countiy. Some arc very rich but a big majority 
consists of those who find it difficult to meet even then mini- 
mum necessities of life. What is, after all, the reason for poverty 
in tlie countiy? Some people believe that poverty is the lesiilt 
of their deeds in the previous life. Therefoie, they accept it 
as their fate This is not tiue. Man and his circumstances are 
responsible for poverty. 
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One of the main causes of poverty in the country is the in- 
ciease m population. Although our country has made progress 
111 the field of industry and agiicultuie, yet during the last quar- 
ter of a centuiy our population has also grown so much that this 
progress has not made much impact on the standard of living 
of the people. The country has not experienced prospeiity. At 
the time of Independence we were neaily four hundred million, 
now the number has giown to more than five hundred and fifty 
million, all that we produce is eaten up by more mouths. 

Another reason for our poverty is that in our effort to 
observe religious and social customs we become spendtluift. In 
the course of ceremonies related to birth, death or marriage we 
incur expenditure which is either unnecessary or is beyond our 
means. Besides this, we have the joint family system on account 
of which all the members of the joint family do not work with 
equal zeal and devotion and a few of them work while others 
remain idle, 

It IS also a fact that our agricultiue does not yield as much 
as it should. Most of our peasants aie conservative in their views. 
Either they aie not acquainted with the new methods of farm- 
ing or for some reason they are not able to make use of tliese 
methods They do not get good seeds. They plough their land 
in the same old way. Most of then fields are so small that they 
cannot afford to use tractors on tliem, All kinds of pests destroy 
their crops New methods, adequate provision for irrigation and 
feitihsers alone can remove these shortcomings in the field of 
agriculture 

There is yet another reason for poverty. In our country, in- 
dusti'y has not grown with sufficient speed. In particular, we are 
quite backward in heavy industry. On account of our backward- 
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ness in industry the number q£ those living on agriculture has 
continued to grow. Side by side, unemployment too has increased 

To remove poverty from the land, the foremost need is to 
bring about a change in the outlook of our people. We should 
not inciu' unnecessary expenditure on old social customs, Keep- 
ing our economic condition and the new ideas in view, oui social 
and religious ceremonies must be made simple, and the nlem- 
bers q£ the joint family should engage themselves in some woik 
or the other. Besides this, it is absolutely necessaiy to exercise 
some check on the growth of population. If the family is large 
and the income is less, children cannot be brought up properly. 
Tliey cannot be provided with facilities for good education. In 
many families children have to seek employment while still very 
young. 

Our Government is taldng iriany steps to remove poverty. 
Before 1947, industrial growth in the country was only nominal. 
After Independence, there is progi-essive growth of industry. 
Now we are manufacturing railway engines and wagons, water 
pumps for irrigation, radio sets, typewriters, telephones and other 
kinds of machines operated by electric power Even the heavy 
machinery is being manufactured. The industrial growth which 
we have achieved so far is not adequate. Our country needs 
more machines, mills and factories. Increased industrial produc- 
tion will lead to the growth of trade, it will provide work to 
the unemployed. Foreign trade will bring us money. Our stand- 
ard of living will rise. 

If we want this country to become prosperous, we shall 
have to increase tire agricultural yield. Agricultural production 
is the base of the economic system of our country. Our farmers 
niust be trained and encouraged to use improved seeds, manure 
and fertilisers, They should be helped to dig tubewells for irriga- 
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tion. Five-Year Plans have provided huge funds for the improve- 
ment in agriculture in the country. 

Attempts must be made to prevent growth of population 
so that we may take full advantage of the growth of industry 
and agiiculture. We can check the growth of population by 
having small families More production, less population— tins 
alone can raise the standard of living. 

Another important point is that the wealth of the country 
should not be in the hands of only a few individuals, It is neces- 
sary to reduce the gulf between the rich and the poor, The 
day when we shall be happy and prosperous will reallv be a 
glorious day for the country. 


EXERCISES 

1. Why do they say that while our countiy is lich, ils people are poor ? 

2. What aie the reasons for our poverty? 

3. How can the poveity of our country he removed P 

4 How does the growth in the population of our country help to increase 
our poverty ? 


ACTIVITIES 

Organise a programme of discussion on the subject, “How to remove 
poveity?” Write a short report of this discussion. 



The Growing 
Population 


^ HE growing population is one of the most difficult pio- 

blepis of the country at present. Our population is giowing 
at the rate of more than one crore people per year, At present 
our country has more than 55 crore people. 

A comitiy s economy is influenced by the population of the 
country. When the population of a country grows at a quick 
pace, the country does not gain enough even with an iiiciease 
in the national income. Whatever the progress in the production 
of the country, if the population also continues to grow in the 
same proportion, the country cannot make much headway. How 
can the standard of the people of a country rise if tlie resources 
of that country are limited and its population is growing at a 
fast rate? It is clear that poverty of such a country can never 
be removed. 

What are the causes of such quick growth of population 
of our country? One of the reasons for this is the decline in the 
death i ate in the country In the last fifty years it has been reduced 
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to a one-third, In 1919, the death rate per thousand per year 
was 42. In 1970, it came down to 14 per thousand per year 
This has been made possible because of the progiess made by 
the medical science and m the methods of maintaining health 
and sanitation It is expected that the death rate would decline 
still further. 



It is good that death rate is on the decline. Now we can 
hope to live longer. The average life expectancy in our country 
has increased to 54 years. We have controlled a number of dan- 
gerous diseases Malaria has almost been eradicated. Such pro- 
gress has been made in the field of medical science as could 
not have been imagined before. Now it is possible to escape 
some such diseases as only a few years before were considered 
fatal. 

The second reason for the growth of population is the in- 
crease in birth rate. It is estimated that 42 children per thousand 
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of population aie born every year. In comparison to other coun- 
tnes this birth rate is rather high. For example, the birth rate 
in the Soviet Union is only 25 per 1000 per year. In the U.S.A., 
it is 23.6, in France 18, in England 17 5 and in Japan 17.2. Thus 
the population of our country is growing at the rate of 2 per 
year while it is growing at tlie rate of 1 % in the Soviet Union, 
1.1^ m the U.S.A and 0.9^ in Japan. If our population continues 
to grow at this rate it will he more than double what it is- 
at present even before the end of this century. And then our 
problems too will become more complex. As a result of the' 
growth of population, not only will there be need for more food, 
there will also be overcrowding in cities, shortage of housing 
and the trains and buses will have ever-increasing queues. Dirt 
and smoke would pollute the atmosphere and unemployment 
would increase. Even today an average Indian gets food which 
supplies only 2,000 calories per day while a healthy person 
needs 3,000 calories per day. 

The main reason for a higher birth rate in our country is 
the custom of early marriage. Most often, even before a boy 
or a girl is major the parents marry them. Even when the finan- 
cial condition of a family is not satisfactory, the marriage is 
perfoiined Although there is a law which prohibits child 
maiiiage in the country, yet there are many who marry their 
children at an eaily age, 

Poverty is another reason for the growth of population. It 
is often found that poor people have more children There are 
some who think that by having more children their income will 
increase, as on account of poverty their children begin to work 
at an early age. But poverty prevents these children from 
acquiring any skill and they stay as ordinaiy unskilled workers 
tor their whole life. 



THE GROWING POPULATION 21 


In the oldetL days the need for reducing birth-rate was not 
felt because at that time the population was not so large, Be- 
sides, many a time population was reduced by natuial calamities 
also. These calamities included famines, floods, earthquakes and 
epidemics. Wars also have effect on reducing population giowth; 
but the progress in science and medicine has brought under 
control natural calamities to a great extent. 

Therefore, now it has become necessary to think of the 
methods of controlling population growth. On account of illite- 
racy, superstition and religious customs, some people consider 
the birth of children as a matter of luck. This misconception has 
to be removed through education. To show this kind of attitude 
in this age of science and to take recourse to fate is neither 
proper nor is it in the interest of the country. In this age of 
science it has become possible to take individual decision about 
the size of a family. It is our decision which makes our family. 

There are many wrong notions prevalent about family plan- 
ning in the countiy. Some people consider it against religion; 
others think that this is injurious to physical and mental health. 
To remove such wiong ideas from the minds of the people a 
programme of giving coirect ideas shall have to be taken up. 
They will have to be told that family planning is neither against 
religion nor it is injurious to health, If we want to check popu- 
lation growth, such a step will have to be taken. All the methods 
of spreading infonnation, such as posters, bulletins, ladio, jour- 
nals and newspapers, should be employed to propagate these 
ideas. People should be encouraged not to perform the marriage 
of their children at an early age 

It is, therefore, the duty of us all to coopeiate in solving 
the problem of population growth in the country Reducing the 
birth-rate will lead to removal of our poverty and to the raising 
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-of the standard of living, If we do not succeed in limiting our 
^population growth, the plans of developing the country will fail 
and we shall not achieve our goal of economic prosperity 


EXERCISES 

1. What aie the disadvantages of over-population in oiu countiy ? 

2 What are the causes of the fast population growth m our country ? 

R. In the olden da>s the people did not think it necessary to check the growth 
of population, Tick {■\/) the most appiopiiate leason for it m the statements 
given below. 

(a) At that time there was gi'eatei pioduction of foodgiains compared to 
the piesent. 

(b) Mortality rate was higher. 

(c) People were not acquainted with the methods of population control, 
'(d) On account of joint family system, to have moie childien was not 

considered harmful, 

■(e) Natuial calamities used to keep population growth m check 

ACTIVITIES 

Compare the standard of living of a small family with that of a large 
lannlv with the same income under the following heads, ^ 

(a) Facilities for education, 

■(b) Facilities foi nutritive diet (butter, milk, meat, eggs, etc,) 

\c) Facilities for recreation (ladio, cinema, excursion, etc) 



Casteism, 


ASTE system in India is said to have its oiigni in the Yarnas/- 
of olden days 

In ancient tijnes there weie only four Yarnas, the Brahmin, 
the Kshatrkja, the Vaishtja and the Shudra. Gradually, they 
blanched ofi into small castes and sub-castes, e,g , the Brahmini 
Varna came to have the Kanaiijiyas and the Saraswats It is 
estimated that at present there are about 3000 castes and sub- 
castes in our country, It appears tliat in the beginning the social 
classes were foi-med on the basis of occupation The people who 
were well versed m the knowledge of the Shastras came to be 
known as the Brahmins. The Kshatrnjas were the ruling clasS' 
and were also the professional soldiers, Those engaged in trade 
and commerce were called the Vaishjas and the rest the Shudras, 
In course of time, the castes became heieditaiy One of the evils 
of this system is that some of the castes aie considered higher 
and others lower, 

A child becomes a member of the caste m which he is- 
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1)0111, He cannot leave his caste and adopt another caste, Even 
Eis way of living and his customs are determined by the practices 
followed in his particular caste. If he violates the customs of his 
■caste, his caste-men show displeasure over it. Sometimes, such a 
peison IS even punished for such violations e.specially m the 
countryside. 

Religious customs have helped in making the caste .system 
heredilaiy. It was argued that every individual is boin in a high 
or a low family, clan or caste in accordance with the deeds in 
his previous biiRi. Gradually this idea became a part of religion. 

Since the caste system came to be associated with religion, 
its rules were also considered as holy as those of religion. Hence 
marriage outside the caste, or to eat with the people of the caste 
lower than one’s own were declared against religion, What is 
worth eating and what is not, also came to be determined on 
the basis of tire caste of a person. Even sea voyage was not 
permitted by certain castes, 

In the ancient times the caste system had some uses. It was 
a way of introducing division of labour in society. Even a child 
■could be engaged in the occupation of his paients and acquire 
skill in it as he grew in age. The system promoted love for the 
caste and a sense of brotherhood and cooperation. People shared 
common joys and sorrows. 

However, this system began to be misused and it came to 
be criticised. The Shudras weie badly treated Thev were reduced 
to a low status. Some of them were called the untouchables’, 
Even their touch was considered impious They were a.sked to 
live outside the limits of tlie city proper and they were not given 
any place in social gatherings, festivals or oiganisations. 

The caste system has proved a serious obstacle in the path 
of our economic progress. A child adopted the profession of the 
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^:aste in which he was born even though the country may or 
may not need that occupation to the same extent. The increase 
or decrease m the demand of a paiticular commodity did 
not permit the people to change their occupation, because it 
was not easy for one to move from one caste to another. Every 
young man had to adopt the occupation of his forefathers whe- 
ther he had a hking for it or not. The caste system gave a seiious 
blow to freedom of occupation. The result was that the capacity 
of tire people for work was weakened and individual initiative 
was more or less lost. Giadually these evil practices aie becoming 
weaker, but one can still find them in some of the backward 
villages of the country. 

The caste system divided our society, This gave a serious 
blow to national unity, Moved by the narrow spirit of casteism, 
many people forgot the interest of society as a whole and 
continued to quarrel about caste superiority. Unfortunately, one 
can find sometimes such feelings even now in the course of 
elections. This is harmful for a healthy democracy. 

Many social reformers drew the attention of the people to 
the evils of caste system, Ramanand, Kabir, Raja Rammohun 
Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Dayanand Saraswati and 
others seriously criticised them. Mahatma Gandhi raised his 
voice against the social injustice done to the ‘untouchables’. 

Now the caste system is becoming weak. A number of fac- 
tors such as modern education and science are responsible for 
this change. Western education has di'awn attention to the evils 
of this system. Industrialisation of the country has also brought 
about the reform of this system. Means of communication have 
contributed a great deal. Travelling together in the trams and 
buses and the development of urban life have weakened the 
influence of caste system, Under the leadership of Mahatma 
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Gandhi, all the people of the counliy, iirespectivc of their caste, 
took part in the national struggle. 

After Independence we framed our Constitution UnLouch- 
ahility was declared unlawful and it was laid down that the 
State would not disci iminate against any one on the basis of 
caste, cieed or colour, Everyone will have equal opportunitv for 
education, employment and the like, No one will be prohibited 
from the use of wells, tanks, temples, hotels, lestauraut.s, cinema 
houses and other public places. Thus, our Constitution lavs 
emphasis on social equality. In the eyes of our Constitution, un- 

touchabihty is not pioper and we should icmove it from our 
society. 

Despite all this, there are strong bonds of caste in our 
country. Intcrcaste marriages and mtcrdining aie still limited 
to a few. The inllnence of caste system is .sbll evident In the 
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counlryside. Even today unequal treatment is meted out to the 
laeople in the name of caste. What is our duty in this respect? 
We should think about this loo. It is in the inteiesL of national 
piogress that a person should get a place in the country on 
the basis of merit. If voting, appomtmenls, and admissions to 
schools take place on the basis of caste then not only the able 
people will be deprived of their due place but less desirable 
people may get into these positions. Theiefoie, we shall have 
to put an end to this caste mentality in order that our demo- 
ciacy may succeed. 

It IS not easy to solve this problem To eradicate this evil 
system, it is necessaiy to spread education, Proper education 
alone makes the attitude of a peison liberal; he develops a broad 
outlook. Our poverty has also contiibiitcd to the stiengthening 
of the bonds of the caste system. When there are few )o1ds, 
people influence the appointing authoiities in the name of caste. 
The appointing authorities also think in leans of supporting their 
caste-men. If employment opportunities are not rare, no one will 
take recourse to such methods. Economic prosperity will be of 
great help in the eradication of the evil. 


EXERCISES 

1 Wliat wfie the main Vai nas of the Hindus in ancient times ? 

2, What was the basis of the Varna system in the beginning ? 

3. What are the evils of the caste system based on hciedity ? 

4 What laws has oui Constitution laid down to remove the evils of the caste 
.system ? 

5, Do you think the rigid caste practices are right ? If not, what would you 
do in youi locality to remove them ? 




B other Social 
Problems 


U ntouch ABILITY is the greatest blot on the face of the- 
caste system, People of some castes aie considerecl to be 
untouchable. Such was the situation until some }’eai’s ago that 
these people were not penmtteci to draw water from the village 
wells or tanks, and theii settlements were kept outside tlic main 
habitation 

The so-called untoiiehables constitute about one-fourth of 
our country’s population, If such a large section of the population 
is considered low and outcaste, then our demociacy cannot be 
called a tme democracy. Such discrimination is contrary to the 
principles of democracy. It has already been pointed out m the 
previous chapter that many social leformers raised thcir voice 
against these social evils. Mahatma Gandhi gave up the use of 
the term uirtouchahle’. He called them 'Harij airs’, and declared 
untouchahility as immoral While in Delhi, he used to live in 
the Bhangi (Sweepers’) colony There was no caste disciimination 
in his Ashram. He called upon all the people irrespective of their 
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caste to join tlie national movement. Door.s of the uulional move- 
ment were open for all. Social tlhcoinscs w'crc arranged at 
different places in which all persons joined irre.spcclivo of their 
caste or religion. 

As the bonds of the caste system arc becoming loose, the 
attitude of the people towaixls the ‘luitoudiablcs' i.s becoming 
liberal. After Independence, our Conslilnlion accepted the prin- 
ciple of equality. It prohibits discrimination on tlic ba,si.s of ca.ste, 
coloui, sex or religion. The Comstitution also makes provision, for 
special rights and facilities to be given to the Scheduled Castes 
and Tribes. For example, it makes the prtnisions for the reserva- 
tion of some places for them in the Lok Sabha and the State 
Assemblies. In the same way the Constitution cliiects that special 
consideration should be given to people belonging to the 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes in the government services. In con- 
formity with this directive of the Constitution some places have 
been reserved for them in goveninicnt sen’ices. 

However, people cannot become equal by giving them the 
Tight to equality by law. How can centuiie.s-old poverty, status 
of inferiority and weakness be eliminated liy the more grant of 
legal equality ? How will the right to enter the .school help the 
people if they do not have the money to pay for the liooks or 
the school fees? What i.s the use of .such a right for them? 
Similarly, if the traditional diireicnce.s prm'Oilt llu' Ilindii.s from 
casting vote for a Shudm candidate, thi' riglit If) vote and to 
contest elections become meaningless. 

Therefore, it is proper that the Constitution grants to the 
people belonging to Scheduled Castes and Tribes certain special 
rights and facilities to put an end to their illilcracv, poverty and 
sense of inferiority The government grant.s them certain .special 
facilities for education also. They are, therefore, given scholar- 
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ships on a liberal scale Every State has a Harijan Welfare 
Department which woilcs in the interests of the Haiijans, As a 
good citizen how can you help to solve this problem ? You 
should think about this, 

Beggary 

In our society beggary has also become a serious problem. 
There aie two kinds of beggars. In the first category come the 
Sadhus who have renounced the world and are dependent on 
alms. In the second category are those beggars who have made 
beggary a profession. There are beggars who put on the garb 
of the Sadhus and tiy to gain popular sympathy for themselves. 
Often the beggars are found to have different kinds of vices. 
They aie devoid of all sense of self-icspect. 

Therefore, there should be an end to the system of beggary 
and the beggars should be provided with work, 

A number of States in our country have declared beggary 
as punishable offence. Beggars can be sentenced to pay fine or 
undergo imprisonment. There are separate laws to prevent beg- 
gary in the railway trains. But despite these laws beggary has 
not stopped. 

What we need is a strict implementation of these laws There 
should be adequate provision to teach these beggars some trade,, 
or occupation so that they may earn their living through it. 
Prevention of beggary requiies public cooperation. If the people 
encourage able-bodied persons to continue begging, it will only 
add to die population of idlers and will reduce our national 
wealth. 

Drinking 

Another important social evil is wine drinking Mahattna 
Gandhi made great efforts to solve this problem It was as a 
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result of his teachings that proliibition was inctjrjioralcd in the 
Directive Principles of State Policy of our Consliluliou. 

Some States have imposed total oi partial prohibition but 
laws alone can hardly remove these social evils, Tlu'y can be 
removed with tlie help of public education. ,It should be clear 



to the people that drinking is injurious to health and that it 
weakens one’s character. It is harmful for the nation. 

It is, therefore, the duty of the Goveniment as well as that 
of the people that public health must he protected. Attempts 
should be made to prevent people from forming bad habits. 
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EXERCISES 

1 who wt‘ic called tlie ‘untouchables'? 

2 What aic the special facilities available to the Ilanjaiis ? 

3 What lUe the provisions in our Coiislitutiiiii legaiding the icmoval of un- 
toiichabihty ? 

4, What arc the evils oi bcggaiy ? 

5 Wilts an essay on the luolhods of pievaitiiig beggary. 

R Give shoit answers i 

(a) What do you uiidi'istand by piohibitioii ? 

(b) What name did Gaiidhiii give to the 'untouchables’? 

(c) Give one aiguineiit in favour of prohibition, 

(d) Give one aigiiincnt against adopting beggaiy as an occupation, 

ACTIVITIES 

Oigauisi' .1 d(l),ite m your class on the subject: "Piohibition should 
he made coinpulsuiy in all the Slates.” 
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Problems of 
Rural Life 


I NDIA is a country of villages. The real picturo of Indian 
life can be found only there. On the one hand, wc have the 
blight side of the rural life. People there are closer to nature; 
tliere is little aitificiality about them. They are siniplc by nature 
honest and unassuming. On the other hand, one finds some evils 
orlhiy narrowness, commimalism, poverty and 



Caste system is quite stroug in tlie villages even at present; 
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therefore, one’s occupation is still influenced by the caste sj'steni. 
It is not that the caste system does not help the people in the 
villages It has, to some extent, made them self-sufficient. Eveiy 
village IS able to pioduce practically all the things which it 
needs. The peasant produces the giains, the weaver weaves the 
cloth, the shoemaker mauufacUues the leather goods, the black- 
smith makes the iron iinplcmcnts and the carpenter the wooden 
articles. The potter makes the caithen pots and goldsmith the 
ornaments of gold, silver and other metals Thus, day-to-day 
necessities of life of the village folk arc obtained in the village 
itself, But theie has been no appreciable change in their wav 
of living. Since long they have been conservative. It is necessaiv 
for them to change with the times. Graduallv new methods of 
agriculture arc having an impact on them, and aic biinging 
about a change in their outlook. Caste restuctions are becoming 
less iigid. 

The number of uneducated poisons in the village is huger 
than that of the cities In villages, girls’ education is very little. 
Therefore, they aie comparatively more backward than thc- 
wonien of the cities. On account of their educational backwaid- 
ness the rural people become victims of social evils and poverty 
and they are not able to make economic progress. Therefore, 
Gandhiji laid special emphasis on the uplift of the villages, ancT 
in his programme of rural lefonn he laid special emphasis on 
education. 

Most of the people in villages live on agiiculture. Eighty 
per cent of our population earns its living by such rural occu- 
pations as agi’iculture, caltle-bieediug and fishing, hut our agri- 
culture is very backward. Yield per acre iu our country is much 
less tliair what it is in advanced coimtrics. 

There are a number of reasons for this, The farmers were 
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not tieated well by landlouls. They eonld be (dieted iunn the 
laud which they cultivated. Tilt')’ had to pav ewessu’c rent and 
had also to work on the land of landlords. Tlit'ic has bexat sonle 
iniprovcment in the condition of the peasantry after the aliohtion 
of Zammclai’i but it is ncces,sary la clfcct further improvcnient 
in the economic condition of the agiiculturist. 

Another reason for the low level of production in agriculture 
is the great disparity in the cli.slributioii of land. A largo propor- 
tion of the cultivable land in the country is in the hands of only 
a few persons. Most of the peasants own only .small plots of 
land, The plots of land owned by certain peasants aie -also not 
all at one place. The)^ aie .scattered all ovc'r tlio \ illagti. Tt is not 
very piofitable to cultivate such plots of land Small ju'asLiuts 
cannot afford good seeds and manure. They arc ah\'a\’.s short of 
money and have to boriow fiom money-lenders who dun go scry 
high rate of interest and who cheat llicm in difTcrcnl wai'S. 

Besides all this there is one more icason for lower \idd. 
The Indian, peasant does not posse.ss the knowledge of modern 
methods of agriculture. lie does not ca.sily agree to ehangc his 
old methods, For the new type of farming, improved kinds of 
seeds and good manures are ahsoliitely essential. New tvpe.s of 
ploughs and tractors should also he used. At the same time, a 
change will have to be brought about in the oullook of the 
peasant through education, e.vliibitions and other means .s'udi as 
the radio, newspapers and fairs. 

After Independence, many plans were drawn up to improve 
the condition of the villages and substantial work is being done 
under these plans. Among the plans for rural uplift, the Com- 
munity Development scheme is the most important. You have 
already read about it in detail in the previous class The Village 
Panchayats, the Area Samitis, die District Councils (Zila Pari- 
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shads) draw up the dcvclopmeul plans lor ilicir respective areas. 
Ill these plans, emphasis is laid on agiiculture. Agricultui'e, 
expansion of facilities for health, piovision for the suppoit of 
the poor and the weak, and special provision for the welfare of 



women and tribal people form the main parts of the Community 
Development Progi'amme. 

Villages have been included under a number of Develop- 
ment Blocks. Eveiy Development Block has a group of technical 
specialists. Through these .specialists the village people are 
acquainted witli such subject,s as agriculture, cattle-reaiing, cot- 
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tage indusU-y, puHic licaWi, ci«ipwali,ni, ullage paadiavat awl 

social education, 

Cooperative societies have been organized to bee the village 
folk the peasant in pavliciilar, from the clulehe.s of the money- 
lender Cooperative credit sociclics and cooperative hanks lend 
money to farmeis on easy terms. Such loans can he utilised for 
the pinchase of such things as oxen, ploughs, liaelovs, manures, 
seeds and fertilisers. Peasants have hocu gi\'cu facilities to borrow 
moimy even for the payment of the debt to the money-lender, 
The loan is given at a very low rate of interest Besides lending 
money the coopeiativcs help the peasants to oMam implements 
and other materials useful for agricult me. 

To solve the problem of scattered hoUhngs, there has been 
consolidation of holdings, Movement for coopevatiM' farming has 
also been started. To remove dispanh , the Slate Covernmcuts 
have put a ceiling on land holdings. Those peisons u'ho had 
more land than the ceiling permitted had to sunemler .such land 
and the Goveimnents have distrihutecl it among the agrii'iiltunil 
labourers, Tire Bhoodan Movemont lauiichcal h\' \’iuoha Bhavc 
has also enabled the landless to obtain land, 

The Panchayats also play an iinporlaut role in the develop- 
ment of villages. You have already read that after liulepeiKlence 
the Panchayat.s were rcoiganize.cl. Three tieis of orgaiiizatiiins 
have been formed under the scheme of the Panchayati Raj. They 
are the Village Panchayat, the Kshetra Samili ami the /ila 
Paiishad. Peisons elected to these bodies have, been made respon- 
sible for the development of villages. Thiough these organizations 
villages have achieved economic progress. I hey hare now 
facilities for education, health, water, light, transport and 
enteitainment, 
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1 Wlwt file the iiiiiin h'litiiics of the luuhtioiiiil lile in villages ? 

2, How can the baekwauhic^s o[ the coiintiysulo he lemovcdf 

3, Wliat kind ol help liave the Village Ihiiichayats icndeied m the development 
of villages? 

4, Titk (V) which yon coiisidi'i couccl' 

(a) I’lfigicss of the village is the leiil piogiess of the coiiuliy, 

(b) To develop agnciiltiiie il is necesMiiy to use modern methods 

(c) Now there is no iinloiiehaljility in villages 

(d) Villages have bcneHted lioiii Coiimiunity Development Piogi'aiiime 

ACTIVITIES 

Fiepau! a pictoiial and coinparalive chait of the old and the new methods 
of agriculture 
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Five-Year Plans 


TJ OW to raise the slanclarcl of living of our people. How 
to remove poverty, uncmployniont and illilf’vac:}’ ? These 
weie the seiious problems before us when mir eoiiiiliy became 
free. As a result of cenluiies-okl slavci'}' we bad made little 
progress in the field of education, agriculture! or iiuliislr\, There 
was no lack of minerals and sources of power in the cnuntr\', 
but these resources were not being properK' utilised, Hack of 
tecbiiical personnel was also an obstacle in Lbe path uf our 
progress. 

Under the circumstances, it was necessary to define the 
goals and to fix targets in order to make the maximum use of 
the limited resources, What are those problems the solution of 
which requires priority ? This was the first cpieslioii to which 
our Planning Commission gave thought. The next question was ; 
How can we have maximniri development with our limited 
resources and how soon can we reach the goal ? After detailed 
discussion the Plan was drafted. Once the First Plan was a 
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success, tlic Scicoinl was luuiiclicd imd Lhon the Third and the 
Fouith. Conflicts with China and Pakistan have hindeied the 
achievement of our goals. This shows how important it is to have 
peace for the economic development of the countiy 

The Five-Year Plans lay down diflerent programmes for the 
development of the couulr)'. These programmes deal with the 
alkound progress of the country, their main objective is social 
and economic development. It is also one ol the aims of these 
Plans that social resources should not fall into the hands of a 
few, but should eoiiic under the contiol of the common man, 
Our Government have taken under their ownership importanli 
mills and factoucs so that the benefits from them mav be shared 
by many, These Plans aic encouraging privatcl)r owned industries 
as well. The pohey which eiicouiages development of both the 
sectois, the pri^-ate as well as the public, is called mixed 
economy, 

Thus planning implies three things ■ 

1, To detormiiic goals and to establish prioritievs for them; 

2, To utilise the rcsomces available to us to the best 
possible extent, ancl, 

3, To clislrilnilc fairly the goods produced ancl the benefits 
accruing from the Plans. 

India has adopted planning for her economic development. 
Tlicsc plans determine the goals for five years. Hence they aie 
called Five-Year Plans. 

Under these Plans our agricultural production has gone up; 
industries of diflcieut kinds have developed; new factoues have 
been estahli.shed; dams have been constructed and the produc- 
tion of clcctricitv and facilities for irrigation have increased In 
the next chapter we .shall deal in detail with the achievements 
of these Plans. 
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EXERCISES 

Wk.t do bi«a''ann«.ai.vr™'-''™‘ ' 

Why did India adopt plamiiut^ ? 






activities 


1 

2 . 


Make a time chait to show all the Fivi'-Ycar Ihms 
Visit the Plannmg Office of vour district and incpAU' a 
booklets which you find thcie. Bead them. 


lisL of some 


puhlislicd 



9 Five-Year Plans 
and Agriculture 


I NDIA i.s proclomiuiiiitly au agiicultural country, Agnculturo 
is Ibc miiiu occuputioiL of the people of our country, Nearly 
70 per cent of the working population of the country is en- 
gaged in tlii,s occupation Foiii out of every five persons in the 
villages arc engaged in it. Despite this, our country suffers from 
the shortage of foodgrauis. To meet this shortage we have some- 
times to import gi'ains from foreign counLnc,s. Import from other 
countric.s means that our money goes abroad. Moreover, this 
hurts our self-respect. Hence, while drawing up the Five-Year 
Plans, it was specially kept in mind and more money was spent 

on agriculture, _ 

The First Five-Year Flan began on 1 April 1951 and ended 

on 31 March 1956. During this Plan period a sura of 758 crore 
mpees was allotted for agriculture, iuigation and Community 
Development Second Five-Year Plan lasted from 1 April 1956 
to 31 Maich 1961. During this Plan period, a larger sum was 
allotted for agriculture and other projects related to agriculture. 

43 
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111 tlic buginuing, llic alltuMliou was \U~il ilkr' uipccss. Laler, 
oil iiccoimt of llie lack tif I'csuiuccs, it was leduu d to UaO eroie 
lupees, Third Plan period was to last from April lUHl la Ahu'ch 
1066 and a lug sum was allocaU'd Ui be spt ut on agiicullure 
during this Plan period. 

The above figures show how our Plans lime laid guat stress 
on agriculture. This i.s necessary lor the ties i-lopuieuL of the 
eountiy, The Plans have laid eiuphusis on agricultural reforms 
as well. Stress has been laid on the uholiliou of -/.aiuiudaii, re- 
forms of agriculture, cunsolidatiuu of holdings and cooperative 
farming. Good fanning rt’duin's the use ol nnpnnod seeds. Such 
seeds yield better crops, Experts say that uiipioved seeds can 
iucrease the yield by ten to lifteeii per ecnl. 'rheicToie. a broad 
programme of starting farms for the production of improved 
varieties of seeds has been started muliT the Fi\e-Vear Plans, 
Continuous fai'niing on a particular piece of land decreases 
tlie productive capacity of that laud. This csiu be restored and 
even increased by the use of manures. Dung imuime is the best 
for this purpose, but uufoituiialely tpiito a largo poilioii of the 
dung is used up as fuel, The use of mumirc ms fuel makes it 
necessary to inciease the production of cluauicnl l'ertili/,ers. Our 
Central Goveinmcnt has opened a largo fac tory at a place eallcd 
Sindri near Dhanbad. This is the most modern and the; largest 
factory of chemical fcitilizors in Asia. Besides thi.s, fatioiies for 
the production of chemical fertilizers hart' been opened at 
Nangal, Rom-kela, NavellL and Tromhni', Mon; fuetories are 
coming up at odier places also. 

Full use of good manure and improved .seed.s can lie made 
only if there is adequate provision for wati'r for the irrigation 
of fields. Facilities for iiTigtition contribute most to the deve- 
lopment of agricultuie, In our countr)', onl\' about 18 per cent 
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of the arable land ouu bo iirigalod with the help of wells, persian 
wheels, tubc-wclls ami etiiials. I'of the uiigatiou ol the rest of 
the laud our fanner depends on uiiu water. 

dlieieloic , out 1 m\ e-\ eai I'l.uis ha^e made provision for 
iucieasiug the I'aeilitics Im iirigalioii. At present, work is piu- 
ceecliiig on several ri\ er-\ alley projects. Dams have been coii- 
stmeted on riveis, eaual \vater is used for irrigating thousands 
of acres of land. W ater Jrniu lhe.se dams is u.sed for gcueratmg 
clocUicitv also. Do wni know the names of some rivei-valloy 
projects ? Yorr can show tliein on a map. Some of the important 
projects arc the Bhakia-Nangal, Damodar, Tiinga Bhadra, Kosi 
and Chambal River \''allcy Projects. Tnhe-wclls have also' been 
sirnk to increase lh(‘ faeilities for irrigation. Fh-e-Year Plans 
have .spread a iietwoik ol the- Inbe-wclls. 

As a resirlt ol the Plans the prochrclron of fondgrarns m the 
country has appieeiabl\ increased. Wh' believe that India will 
not onh- be self-suirieu'iiL in the mailer of production of food- 
grains but .she will he lu a positron even to export them. 


ItM'ItOI.Sl'.S 

1. What ilii \M' lose li\ iiiipiirtiiii; fdiiilffrains ? 

2 Wluit pifinii'ss li.is 111 I'll iii.i(!i' III llii‘ jjiiiiliictidii (if fnodtfi.iini, (lining llit* 
Fivd-Yc.ir rliins lU'iinil f 

3, Whal IS till' .siiriiiln .nu r nt naninvcd .sends and gneod maiime for good 
cuUivatinn ? 

4. What niniisincs li.nn In i-n l.iki-n to piovide good manme during the 
Fivc-Yoar Plans pniind ? 

5. Wh.it ni'n till! advantiigi'S of llin liver-vallcy projects p 

6, Why ain Ihn liillcnving plunns important? 

(a) .Sindu' (li) Trniiiliay (n) Bliakio-Nangal 




Ill 



Five-Year Plans and 
Industrial Development 



T N the prt‘\'i()us chaplcr you have leaiul lluit duiing the Five- 

Year Plans pc'iiod huge sums of mouev have been .spent on 
the devchjpmeul ol agiieiilture, In the enciimstances of our 
country this was necessary. Our country suffered from the short- 
age of foodgrams, hence imincdiale attention had to be paid 
to it. However, in the presenl-day woild no nation can make 
progress without industrial development, For a reasonably com- 
fortable living, besides foodgiaiiis, one nced.s clothes, house, 
elcctiieity, machine's, etc. For iiiipioved cultivation one needs 
agricultural implements .such as Iraetous Irrigation icquircs tnhe- 
wells and the tube-wells, in their tiini, need electric motors. 
The main aim of a Welfare .State is to provide such amenities 
as tianspoil and medicine's for public health. The countries 
which lack these amenitie.s of life are considered backward, The 
standaul of living of the people in .such c'oimtries remains low. 

This is the reason whv tlie Planning Commission has laid 
stress on the expansion of the existing industry and the opening 
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of new factories, It was also considered necessary that the 
Govermncirt should undertake the eoiisUuetion of laige-s'cale 
industrial units and at the .sanni time givt. priorit)’ to the setting 
up of die heavy machine tool indtisfiu. It also cncouragcal small- 
scale and cottage industries. 

Under tire First Five-Year Plan, satisfactory progress was 
registered in tire dcvelopinout of indnslirn Ih'ililizer plant was 
opened at Sinchi and a factory for the inauufactnre of railway 
enguics was established at Chitlaraiijan. Mauufaetiu’e of iron 
and steel was also iiudcitaken. For the production of newsprint 
Nepa Mills were set up in Madliya Pradfsh. Work on the ostah- 
lishmcnt of industiies for the nianulacliirc of such articles as 
rayon yarn, cement, cycles, and sheet glass and petrol refineries 
was started in right canicst. 

As a result of all these olforls we have gained siieec.s.s' in a 
iurinbcr of areas of industrial piodiictinu. \\\' alUiinc'il the target 
in the production of textiles within u period of two years, Sugar, 
cement and chemical industries also registered uulable progress. 
Many articles which had to be inipoiled befni'e ln‘gan to be 
produced at home, Anangcinents were iinuU' for the m.uiufacture 
of ships, aeroplaircs, telephone, penicillin and D.D.T. A factory 
for the manufacture of railway wagons wa.s established at 
Perainbur rn Tamil Nadu. Factories were also opened at Piinpri 
for the production of medicine,s and at Vishakhapalnam for die 
construction of ships. 

For the Second Five-Year Plan pm'iod, a uuich hu'ger sum 
was allocated for the development of industry. Such was the 
stress laid on industry m thi.s Plan that it eanie to be known 
as the Industrial Plan. Coinsiderablc progress was registered in 
the development of machine tools and engineering industries. 
Some such mdustiial goods as ecinent, eoal and alutniniitm were 
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proclucc'd ill larger quanliUes. Many machines and machine 
paiLs lor which the couiilry depended on imports began to be 
piroduced a I home, The Government established factories 
for the manufacture of steel, machine tools, heavy electrical 
goods, heavy machinery, fertilizers, medicine as well as refined 
oil. Of these the steel mills at Durgapur, Bhilai and Rourkela 
iue worthy of note. In short, we can say that under the Second 
Tivc-Yeai Plan our country began to produce all kinds of in- 
dustrial goods, from the articles of daily need to heavy machines. 

The Third Five-Year Plan aimed at the expansion of such 
basic industries as fuel, steel and electricity. The Planning 
Commission wanted that all the neccssaiy materials needed for 
our iudustiy should be manufactured in India within the Third 
Plan period. The heavy machine tool plant near Ranchi was set 
up under this Plan. Besides the increase in the production of 
electiTeit)^ three factories for the production of heavy equipment 
and a facloiy for the manufactm'e of medicines were also cons- 
tructed and the village and small-scale industries were encour- 
aged. 

The Fourth Five-Year Plan was faced with serious diflScuh 
ties, Conflict with Pakistan hindered our developmeirt. Foreign 
aid also became uncertain. Therefore, we had to take recourse 
to Annual Plan,s. Through these Plans attemprts were made to 
dcvelopi the country. Now, the programme of the Foui'tlr Five- 
Year Plan has been restored. 

The industrial pnogiess which we have achieved so far is 
not satisfactory. In fact we have taken only the first steps in the 
direction of industrialisation. Even today, we lag far behind the 
U.S.A, the UK., Soviet Union and Japan in respect of indus- 
trialisation In order to remove jpoverty we shall have to speed 
rip industrialisation. 
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i'.\Eac(SEs 

1. Wliy n till' Sfcuiid Fivr Vimi ri.in dlL'd ilic IiidiHuul l)p\'i'liipiiieu[ plimi 

2. Write down the riimii's linni <Mih imn of tin- hui fit the indus- 

trial concrins (‘StiililiNlicd, iiamdy, tlio Fuidic .iml Ihiv.ili- Si'din nididijei, 

3. Answer llie folloniiift : 

(a) Nome Hie iilacn \ihin> (In* plant Inr (Ik; nuiiMl.ii'lun' nl nnKfaj* eng^s 
has lieoti tel up in linliii. 

(b) Wk'io au’ the rnilway wii'^riiis iiianiifadim’il t 

(c) Wlicni is till' iliip iiuniiliictiiiiti}; yaul lu Indi.i / 

(d) For the luatuifactiiu* tif wliith artitde is I'liiipn iamons ^ 

4. Put ‘Yes' or ‘iNV in the Itwekels ffivni aj^ainst laeli vntiine ■ 

Is it a fact that 

(a) mcliistrially India is more baelwaid lliaii fap.iii d ( ) 

Oi) India lias estalilishcd Iks own (lil ii fiiieurs d ( ) 

(c) now we do not ('rt any hedp limn (niKidi* fm mir Fhv-Vimi Plans? ( ) 

(d) Fourth Five-Yiar Plan csnilil not be sl.utid in lime? ( ) 

ACTIVITIES 

1. Show the iiiiporlant iiidiistiial eeiilies mi ,iii oiilliDe map id India, 

2, Find out uhit'h loieigii countries hase lielped in llu* estaldisliiiieiit of lli& 
steel plaiiis ill Dingapnr, lllnlai and Hmnkela 
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Defence of India 


T O defend the countiy against foreign invasion is the primary 
function of llio Slate. For this puipose, the government 
organises its delcncc I'oiccs. In oiii countiy too our Government 
keeps defence i'oiccs for the sceiinly of our borders Our country 
IS alwas’s keen to liavc friendly terms with all the countries of 
the world. Wc do not want to inteiiere in the internal affaiis of 
an\' countrv noi' do we want to giab foreign tenitoiy, Still if 
any countiy attaek.s our tcrritoiy, our defence foices aic always 
ready lo face it, 

During the ancient and medieval times the problem of 
India’s defence was not so serious, The Himalayas in the north 
and the Indian Ocean m the soutli have been our ready watch- 
men for the defence of the countiy^. In earlier times, most of the 
invasions on India were launched from the north-west Even in 
this ducctioii the mountain ranges have been pur watchmen, 
hut the valleys in between them provided passes to iiivadeis, 
After Independence, some basic changes have occiured At 
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territorv. First Pakistan i ‘ 

Then in .1.9h2, China Wi,Iain,l hi iW. 

parts of our leiritor;-, At that time ue u ^i^i'tain 

face such sudden attacks on ol.r tnril.av i'’ ’* 

These attacks made us realise oin « . t ' ’ "‘''.h'hhoiirs, 

strengthen our defence further Theiv 

defence, A munbea of n r ^ " ■^''•engll.ened our 

Release production of tIcToncym I'lm'-T '•‘-talilished to 

frontiers were laid, A number iif n i f ' • t ''‘t *• 
tauious regions were riised nn l tt *" inoun- 

Anangcmciits were made h, I, ' *1 r ' 

specially fr„m the u\s.A.. dm uts h"'" 

our 

our forces displayed great valour , T'‘' ' 

Pakistau declared ^vaf on us a m" 

Ws won a memorable victorv o “r iThHi'I'^n"'' 

Pakistan has added in M, z * J akrslaii. Ihe vielorv over 

we shall still have to nrovi I forces, irowcvcr. 

aims and shaU We W ^^'■.Th the latest 

tile army, .avy Z ^ Z ‘ <'f our forces- 

waifare We ihall have m f ^'^o-st nu'lhods of 

of all materials for defence ^ '‘^‘^f-mlfieiciit in tin. production 
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In the diieetion of defence production we have regisleied 
some progicss. Strong tanks, such as the Vijayanta and flahter 
aiicralL like MIG-2] and GNAT are being produced in India, 
Tliice factoiics have been opened for the manufacture of MIG 
fighter aircraft, Ihcsc factories aie at Nasik, Korapul and 
Ilydc'ialiad. Other kinds of aeioplanes are being manufactured 
at Kanpiu and Bangalore, A particular type of jet aeroplane is 
also being manufactured in these factoiies It is called the Marut. 

Vishakhapatnam has a shipyard for the construction of 
ships. We manufacture thousands of military trucks called the 
Shaktiinaii every yeai. At places like Kiiki (Poona) and Muiad- 
nagai (Meerut) ordnance factories have been opened for the 
manufacture of modern types of guns and other arms. 

Preparedness in defence is the primary factor for the 
defence of a country, but it is also equally necessary that the 
country should be so prosperous as to be able to bear the buiden 
of expenditure on dofonce. If there is industrial development in 
the country, it can easily mobilize resources for the production 
of materials for defence. Defence also needs scientific and tech- 
nological progrcs.s', which, in its trim, requires able personnel 
and large sums for the promotion of inventions. 

Our countrymen made great sacrifices for the achiev^ement 
of independence To defend this independence we shordd use 
all possible means. 


EXERCISES 

1 Fioni vfiifh duections wAi Incha invaded duiing the ancient and medieval 
times ? 

Wliy has India s dcdL'iiep pioWcm become more complex now compared 
with what It was Iicioro P 





Our Defence 
Forces 


'PIIE Piesident of our RepulDhc occupies the highest position 
ill our defence organisation He is the Siipicme Commander 
of all oui forces according to the Constitution Bui the President 
cxciciscs Lhesc rights and functions on the advice of the Council 
of Ministers The Minister for Defence cooiclinates the work of 
all the lliicG wings of the defence forces, namely, the aimy, 
the navy and the air force. Each wing has its chief, 

Armij 

The headeparters ol our army aie al New Delhi. The Chief 
of the Army Staff is the head of this office. This office has many 
departments, such as the army intelligence, training, armaments, 
engineering, etc. 

The army has been organised into live Commands, the 
Central, Eastern, Western, Northern and Southern, Each Com- 
mand has its separate head respon.sible for it. Pie is of the rank 
of a Lieutenant-General 
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Nauij 

The Navy tot) has its lii'adiniaiti ol Now Dvlhi, Its head 
is called the Chiel of the Naval Stall timl is an Admiral, The 
naval organisation has b(‘('n divided into lliua; auai Cmninands 
the Eastern, Wcstciu and Sonllieni. Hesides thi'st', Uuue is the 
Western Fleet, which is a niohile (,'onimand tm ,st‘a, 

Our navy is not very large. It is heing giatlnally evpauded. 
Ships are being cnnstmcLcd at the TIindnsiau Shipya'id at Visha- 
Idiapatnam. A factory has been .set up at OalenUa for the manu- 
facture of ships for defence. This factory has mtulo important 
contribution to the expansion of our run'v In- constiucTing the 
naval ships called the Ajoy, Ahhtitf and Ak'^luiy, 


Air Force 

The headquarters of our Air Force are ahso .situated at New 
Delhi. The Chief of the Air Slalf i.s an Air Chief Marshal The 
organisation of our Air Foice is dhidcil into live iiails' the 
Eastern, Western and Southern Conmuiuds, the Tunning De- 
partment and General Supervisory Department. 

The Ah Force has clifl'ereiit kinds of airendt such as fuditei.s 
bombers and transport planes. You have alremb- read m tli.‘ 
pievious chapter that wc have begun to matmfaetnie the MIG 
ail craft. These arc fighter planes. 

Training 

Keeping the geographical situation of the eouulrv in mind, 
our defence forces are given training of clifTcrent kinds and for 
tins there are a number of institutions. For the training of senior 
officeis of the anny, navy and air force a college known as the 
National Defence College was opened at New Delhi in 19 ( 30 . 
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111 this culh gt, niiiko u dt-cp study ol the problems related 
to clcfcuce, such us inilitury, sciouliac,'^ iudustiial, soeiah econo- 
mic and polilicul. Thus limy get an opporlunily to exchange 
ideas at liigh le\-el Indore they devise the strategy foi defence, 
Thu Niilioiial Uclciice Auudumy at Kliaclahvasla is the most 
inipoiUiul iii.slitution for the training of defence personnel, For 
admission to this Aiaulumy au e.xainiuation is held twice evciy 
year. Young men behvemi the ago ol 15 and I7h who have 
passed their High Seliool or ccjuivalcnt examination can take 
this ('xaniiilation. Suoccissful young men are given Iraming in 
ofDcei' cadre. Dining the first three years they are given general 
education. After that, they have to choose one of the three 
bianclic.s of dchaiec for training at their respective centie,s. They 
get training at these centres for one year. 

Those who ehons'c to he in the army arc sent to the Rasli- 
tiiya Indian Mililaiy College at Dchra Dim. The main centres 
for the naval training arc situated at Koehin, Bombay and Visha- 
kluipatiiam. Pieliuiiiiaiy training for the air foice personnel is 
provided at the Air Force, Flying College at JocUipur. There are 
insliluUons at Ilvdoraliad and Coimbatore, which also impart 
Iraming to officers, 

Ollivv Typaa o[ Vafence Training 

Besides the regular defence forces, Iheie are two other 
defence orgaui.sations. One is called the Territorial Army. Any 
per, son who wauhs to get tiaining in arms in his leisure hours is, 
free to join it. lT(^allhy young men between the age of 18 and 85 
can have differ cut kinds of training in defence. Another organi- 
sation of this type is meant to develop among the students of 
the country a sense of discipline and an aptitude foi defence. 
This is called the National Cadet Corps, Students, both boys 




and girls, can take part in it. Bolh these urgunisalious can he 
called the second hue of defciiee of the eoiintrv. They provide 
trained personnel for the defence at tlie time of emeigelicr 
Besides defence of the count, y, thc> defonee forces can ho 
employed in a number of other eapaeilies for the service of the 
community such as the help of the people at the time of floods 
or caithquakes From tune to time, our forces have been sent 
n behalf of United Nations to dillerent countries of the 
0 d to establish peace. For example, our defence foree.s have 
rendered admirable services to the U.N in Tndo-China, Gaza 
tnp, Lebanon, the Congo, Yemen and other places. 
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EXERCISES 

1, Name thij win}rs of th« Indum Dt-fcncf Foices, Where are dieir head- 
quartt'r.s 

2, Whiit arrani'i'iiiriits have heen made for the training of our Defence Forces? 

3, Write shoil answers • 

(a) Who IS the Siiineme Commander of the Indian Aimed Forces? 

(li) Where is Khadakvas'la ? 

(c) What IS ihf iliiratKin of traiiimg at Khadakvasla ? 

(d) Where is tlie Hashlriya Indian Military College situated? 

4 What do the follow log stand foi ? 

(a) N.D.A. 

(b) N.C.C, 

(c) LA.F. 


AGTIVrnES 

1, Find out the names of the present cliiefs of all the three wings of the 
Indian Defeiic'e Forces, 

1 Get 111 liiiieli with some officers ol the Defence, Foices and acquaint youi- 
self with the titles and ranks of offieeis in the Defence Foices 

3 Collect infomiatiini ahuiit the iiilcs of leciiiitment from the lecuiitraent 
oflk't's of tlie three wings of oiir Defence Fences 
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War and the 
Citizen 
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propel L)', iiiaiiUaiiiiug law and order, keeping the pioductiou 
going and keeping the morale of the people high, 

Dining war it is essential to keep up the moiale of the 
foices. Its responsibility lies both on the Government and the 
people. Till! citizens can help a lot in laismg the moiale of the 
forces. Dining our last two conflicts a large number of people 
galheied at the railway stations to give a send-off to fawans who 
vvei'e (111 iheii wa\' to the war-fionl. Women all over the country 
donated ornaments to war fund and knitted socks and pullovers 
to he sent to the lawans on the front People collected clothes 
foi the army hospitals. Our poets composed raaitial songs and 
the ai Lists w'eiil to the front to enleilain the Jawans. In short, 
every [awau and oflicei was made to feel that every citizen of 
the eounliy was ready to make sacrifice for him. It is this tin- 
boiindetl love, re.Spcct, and faith of the citizen which gives a 
Jawaii the courage to fight. 

Yet another aspect related to the morale is that the lecruit- 
ment to dcleiice foiecs should continue and that training of the 
officers and Jawans should go on. It is tlie duty of every citizen 
that he .should keep himself icady for reciuitmcnt to defence 
[orees, Some eonntnes have compulsory railitaiy training, Whcie 
Iheie is no such law, the citizen should still treat himself as a 
soldier of his countiy. This raises the morale of the dofciiee forces 
ami weakens the morale of the enemy. 

If the production piocess of a country comes to a standstill, 
that eouutry cannot wage a war for long. It is, therefore, the 
most impmtanl duty of the citizen m times of war that he should 
help the process of production with greater zeal and by devoting 
extra time to it. Every citizen should decide to coiitiihute his 
maximum foi' (he defence fund and to spend minimum on him- 
self. On the one hand, we should produce for the war, on the 
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Ollier hand, wc should rodiu'u nur (mu t'ous'niiipU(»ii of (rood, 
needed for tiro war. Wluitmcr wc; can save will ht* dm- oonln. 
billion to the war (‘flcu'l. WhaloNt'r ccnniiiiiN- wo i-.m o|ioc[ jn 
the use (if water, eleeliieitw Iranspoit. tditlUcs, iiiedii iiic ,, food- 
grains and other eatables will be helpful. 

In times C)£ war, eiLi/.c‘us can render active ludp. Inuring 
the last two conflicts studcuits’ and cili'/eiis' organisMlioiis guarci- 
cd such public utility servk'Cs us power Imuses, wain laiiks, ede 
Enemy spies try to dcslrov suck iiislallaliiais. C.'ili/.nis can help 
the police a great deal in finding llie ninny sjiies and in luiving 
them arrested. The* sludent.s’ and nli/ciis' bodies w.ii'ii the peo- 
ple agaiast rumoin.s wliieh the ciieniy agc'nls SjU'i'acl, Mo.^t 
often, the enemy spreads .sueh nuiumis llndingli (lie ladio and 
other means, This is done with u viiwv to weakening ihe inoralo 
of the common man, It is the diilv of a tili/(‘n to piofi'ct the' 
people from siicli rumonrs and lo give ((meet inform. ilion and 
to acc;[uamt them with the progress uf war. In ibis w,i\ we shall 
protect om',selve,s from the enemy pioji.ig.inda \l the same time' 
we .shall he inoic alert in protecting pnldie propniw 

By adopating the methods of Ciisil Delenee we can veduee 
the damage done by air raicks. To jiroteel itself from an raids the, 
whole city .should have training in observing blaekoiil, Tliere 
should be protected places in every bouS(> or hmalilv wlu're peo- 
ple can take shelter during air raids. Ciivil Dc'fc'uee Organisa- 
tions are lesponsrblo for making these' arrangements. Tl is the 
duly of the citizens to cooperate fully with all these sehenu'.s, 
A little carelcs-siioss can can.so gi-eal harm. At times, it has so 
haprpened that ihc pre.sence of a single burning candh' made 
the whole city victim of the encmv attack". 

During wartime the country needs more hosjn'tals for the 
treatment and care of the wemnded and the sick. Also then- is 
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a iirccl Jor luoic doctors, uui.ses, uicdiciucs and other inalciials, 
CiliAeiis .should also bo tunned in giving first-aid so that they 
may look alter the wouiidod. In times of war, blood transfusion 
IS oiten rofjuirocl to save the wounded. It is the duty of the 
citizen to respond to the tijipcal for blood donation. All possible 
ciroils should be made, to be.lp and servo the fighting personnel. 
Only then we ean win a war. 

Tin; time oi war i.s the, tune of crisis and ealanntv It is the 
testing lime for u nation. There are shortages and dilfieultTes oE 
all kinds, Therefore, the government imposes rationing on neces- 
sary aitieles ivhieh aie in .short .supply Under these cirenm- 
slanees eitizeii.s .should oppose the anti-national elements such as 
profiteers and hoardci's. They should gladly face all the diffieul- 
ties and strenglln'n the country through mutual cooperation, 
DisuniLy is the gieate.st source of weakness Without national 
uiiily national elfoi't cannot .succeed. Ordinary citizens share the 
biudcn of defence a.s much a.s the defence forces do, 


EXERCISES 

1, Wli.il (111 \(iu iiuili'istuinl hy civil cleR'iice ? 

2, WIi.U lii'lp can tlic ciU/cn rciitliT foi ibc dcEenco of the conntiy P 
.2. Wlnit Ii.uii) IS c.niscil liy the .spiiiail of unnoms in times of war 
4. Wli.iL [lie till' nicUioils of lansing llic moialo ol the defence foiccs.'? 

E), "Wiilc miles on ; 

f.n IJefence .111.11101 an niid,s 

(h) Iiiiiiinl.iiici' 111 savings- m times of war. 

(e) IIclii In llie woinulcd defence peisonnel. 

(d) Need fm laliomng dining war. 

ACTIVITIES 

]. Co to a lid.spU.ll and find out the things which tlie wounded need 
2 Rcliearse the scene of piotcclion agauast an raids 

3, Mcul a Tawan and discuss with him how citizens can hedp tho aimed 
forces. 
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Foreign Policy 
of India 


J N tlic Woild today no couiiti) cm lyJalu iboll (lom ollicrs, 
nor can a country claim lluil it dues not i('(|iiiic help from 
0 or countries, All couiitrie,s gain hy mutual trade ami coim 
merce 11 one country produces a particular euuiuiodiL\ in large 
(liianiy, the othci country likewise protliiees some' othei coin- 
[7 y quantity, Diircieul couuliie,s the world take 

spiLrV'n U'-'niuimie, hut also in the 

' 1 c rcld. Therefore, every comUiv make.s an (dlort to keep 

to soira ‘lull it may he able 

0 VC Its general inlcrosLs. It is clear that the aim of the loielmi 

W H u'*' uatioiial iiileii‘sls. 

tn '111 V u eouiiliy sends its dmlonniLs 

hiulilv^ir^ ^uuntiy, Those diplomatic lepreseutative.s aie like 

thc^Lectorofr'l'f’‘’‘“'i “ 

If '1 rlinl ° ^ ^ propel ty duimg the time ol wai. 

Qimu wl7'^^ employee of the em])as,sy docs some- 

‘UHs niilair in the eyes of llic govemmenl of that cniiU’ 

64 
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tiy, tlieu the poison ccmccincd is asked to roliun to his home 
couiiLry aL oiioo, Duiiiig wai or, at times, even on account o£ 
miliiendl}' lelations helvvccn the couiiliies Lhc diplomatic lepic- 
scnlalivGs aic withdrawn. 

When our counliy became free, one of oui mam piohleins 
was ecoiioinie development. Ecouomie dcvelopinciil, lequircs 
peace. Dining war all lire resonrees of the country are cliveiLed 
towards war, trade and commerce arc afTcctcd, sea-routes be- 
come uii.s'alc and die people concentrate their attention on one 
aim — victory iii war. Even if a country docs not want to enter 
into a war, it cannot escape its effects. Markets all over the world 
show rise in prices, import-export trade stops and unemploy- 
ment inci cases as soon as the war is over. Therefore, the first 
Prime Ministei ol free India, Shri Javvaharlal Nehiu, made the 
achievement of world peace as the aim of our foreign policy. 

Non-alignment us the most important element of our 
foicign policy Alter the Second World War most of the coun- 
tries of the woild were divided into two blocs, One bloc was 
led liy tUe Soviet Umou. This included countries of Eastern 
Europe, .such as Poland, East Germany, Hungary, Albania, 
Czcclioslowikia and Yugo.slavia. Later, Yugoslavia left this 
group, After the success of Communist revolution in China in 
1049 the strougth of this bloc increased considerably, though 
at piescut China and Russia arc diiftmg away bom each otliei. 
The .second bloc was led by the U S.A. and thus included Great 
Britain, Italy, Spain, France, We.st Germany, Canada, etc, 
Japan was also on the side of thus second bloc. This kind of 
alignment created in thn world an atmosphere of tension, dis- 
trust and suspicion. This is knowm as the Cold War 

India considered the.se blocs as injurious to woild peace, 
She did not join an)^ of these groups and kept out of the miU- 
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laiy pads, Tluw llu3 (-.ss-i'uci- (if din loicigii poluA has Ijccu to 
koep out of the blues uiul to expiess oiii views on wulIcI cvchIs 
in(]cpeiulenlly. 

There are people who eall om foreign polkw* a,s a policy 
of neutrality. This is not tine, As we alreiuly know, in the pre- 
.seut-day wuild no country can be iiulilleri'iiL or neutral in in- 
ternatioual ulhur.s, It has to lake a .slatid. Hut at the same time 
ihi.s does not nican that each and t'vei)' eoimlry has to enter 
either of the two power blocs, hi luet, only bv keeping away 
from the power blocs can we think imlepeinleully' about inter- 
national events, can do trade will) anv eomitrv, buy defence 
equipment or take foicigii aid. For example, when hlgypt was 
attacked we criticised Gieat BiiUini and I'miice and when 
Czechoslovakia was invaded ww ei-ilicised the Sovud Union, 
Similarly, we crilici.sed the U.S. policies in Koiea, Vietnam, 
Cambodia and other places. Nexerlheless, at the lime of the 
Chinese invasion in 1962 we ri'ceived aid Iroin mniiv eonnlrios 
because we had to defend our conidiy against foreign 
aggression. 

With maiiitciiaucc of world peace, a.s tin* goal W(‘ .snppoih 
ed the United Nations as a part of onr foreign poliec. In accord- 
ance with the directives of thi' Uuileil Nations we siml oyr 
defence units to .several places in foreign eonnliiiss to ,sn]ier- 
vise armistice and to maintain peace India pl.iicil a glorious 
role in bunging about an end to wav in Indo-(lbina, 

It has been oiu pollcv that, as far as possible, iiilei national 
disputes should be settled by poaceful mcaus and not bv’ foice, 
Our Constitution also directs us alwiivs to work for peace and 
to attempt the selllcraenl of hUenuUioiial disputes through 
arbitration To settle our dispute with Pakistan omt Knich wc 
accepted the decision of the inleiniUioiuil Iribimal. 
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Pcuco Iiiul jusluc go Ingt'llKT. Where there is no justice, 
tlieic IS 111 ) peace. I’e.u e ha;.ecl on injustice is the peace of the 
giave Tlieretoic. v, hci('\er llieie wars injustice vve opposed it, 
Wc have al\\a\s vchciueutly opposed the racial policy of the 
Governnicitf ol .South Afiica. W(‘ went to the extent of break- 
ing oil our diplomatic iclation.s with that country. 

Bc.sitk's tliis, wc have cwprc.sscd genuine syinpatliy with 
the scnliiucut.s of Ilic colonial jicoplc to he free, We opposed 
Freneli imperiali.sui in ludo-Cliiua and the U,S inteivention in 
Victuain. ^V'(! have raised our voice in favour of freedom stmp- 
gles of .such Poitugucsc colonics as Angola, Our foreign policy 
.supports those nations which oppose imperialism and wdhch 
stnigglc for independence, 

On 28 .Sepli'nih(‘r, 1954, w'hile c.xplaining the foreign policy 
of India [awahailal Nehru laid sli'css on five principles of 
peace and naiiK’d tluan as Panch Shcel, Panch Sheel means five 
vows or principles. Graduallv many counliics of Asia and 
Afiica accepted tlu'sc Principli'S, Tn Europe, Mar.shal Tito, 
Pic.sidciiL ol Yugo.slavia, was the first to snppoit it. Following 
are tlic five priiu'iplcs of Panch Shcel, 

1, Mutual respect for the leiritorial integiitv and 
.sovereignty; 

2, Mutual non-aggression; 

.3. Mutual non-intcrfcrencc in each otheds internal aff.aas, 

4. Ecpialitv lUikI mutual benefit, and 

! 5 . Peac'i'ful co-cxislcncc. 

Other countries may or may not have followed thc.se prin- 
ciples but thc.se have formed the basis of the foreign policy of 
our country While we respect the tenitorial integiitv and 
sovereignty of other countrie.s, at the same time, we considei 
the dofonce and maintenance of our teriitoiial integiitv equal- 
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ly imporlaiit, Vi-acc aiul co-cxMt iicr flo iml hr'iiu lluiL we 
sWiIcl noL dafpiRl ouisc'lvi'H againsl nnasiidi Ip am oduu coun- 
tiy, At the tuiu' (if th(! Clhitii'N'* anti I’akiMaiii a[«;!ticssi()iis wc 
had to employ loice iii dcfciur nl tair cinnilu, Ilimt'vcp we 
have never viohUed the teiTilnn.il inlcp-ity (if aip tonulry, nor 
have we over inlcrlercd in the inlcniul ullairs nl olher etmulries, 

For the eslablishiuenl of wnrhl jie.ife tinr eonnlry has al- 
ways supporled disavmanu'iU. Vn inn case in piodudion of 
arms iiiaeases the possihilUy of war and as ihc piospecls of 
war ineiease, countiies begin bi maimfaelnrn arms of different 
kinds Thciefoie, tliis vicinns eirelc has in be bmken. Coimhies 
engaged in etmipelilion Inr llm prndnelinn nf aims eannol 
moiiilisci rc'somees for their .sneial and erniinmie development, 
The U.S A, and llu' lkS„S 11, spind so miieh o\er ihe lesling 
of their nuclear ainiimients alone (hal i( would lie eiioiigli 
to finance the de\ ('Io|niienl pi, ms of some small eimntries 
Moreover these tesfis are very harmful from ihe poiiU of view 
of their oifeel on hnnnin life, 'I’heiefnrt', ihnnsands of seieiilists 
have appealed In the United Nalinus In prnliiliil alninie tests. 
In 19,56 our Union Goverumeul pre.seuted In the Clent'i'al As- 
sembly of the United Nations, a resohilinii on disarmanienl. .Some 
other counlries put forward a proposal that all the eonnlries 
should sign an agrecinent for the banning nf alomie tests. India 
was one of tbose conntri(^s wbieb were tlu' first to sign such a 
draft agi’cemeuL hi 1963 Although nur eimnlrv is in a position 
to manufacUue the atom bomb, we luive alw'a\s opposed its 
mannfactuie because we bare firm faith in disarmament. 

The ideals of our foreign policy aie tiigli, Wc liave not al- 
ways Ireen succes,sl'ul in achieving them, and w'c had to face 
many difficult situations. Because of llu’ diffienltics, .some peo- 
ple opposed the basic piineiples of our foi'(‘igu policy IIotYcvei, 
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we continue to adhere to these principles because tliey are m 
the intcrcsL of the people of oiir county and of the entire man- 
Icincl Oni foreign policy reflects the aspirations of om people. 
In a dcinoeracv, foicign policy also xcprescnts popular consen- 
sus, aufl it cannot suetced without the coopeialion of the peo- 
plc. 


EXERQSES 

1, What is meant hy foreign policy? 

2, What arc the main elements of India’s foreign policy? 

2, What aro the ailvantage.s of the policy of non-alignment? 

1, l)e, senile, the piniciples ol Panch .Shce.l. 

5. Whv IS ili-aunanv ul necessary for the wmkl? What is India’s policy on 
disarmament? 

■fi .Some si'iitenees aie gisi'ii below, Tiek ( -\/ ) the one which you consider 
corii'ct 

(a) Neutiahly is llie basis of Iiidia'.s foreign policy. 

(b) Disanmnnent is nc'cessai7 for world peace. 

(o) To resolvi; inleriial duspules of the small states great powas should 
intervi ne in their inlemal alfaiis. 

(d) To achieve* progress in the country it is necessary to join power blocs, 




India and her 
Neighbours 


g EFORE liidcpcndeiicc, Afghani, slau, China, Nepal, Bhu- 
tan, Sikkim, Burma and Ceylon weie onr nearest neighbours, 
After the paiLiiiou a new Slate kiKJuu as Pakistan came into ex- 
istence. West Palaslan .sopaiaied us Iruni Afghanistan and East 
Pakistan from Burma. In D(‘cemher, we had a now 
independent nation as onr neighlmiir. ICist Ih-ugal which 
had been a part of Pakistan since 1U47, hcoamc an independent 
nation. Bangladesh, There are some ollmr conntrie.s which are 
not our immediate ncighbonr.s, but we Iruvc Irud verv close cub 
tural relations with them from very earlv tiim's, ThcrefoiT, ihev 
are very close to us. Most important of them arc Malaysia, Cara'- 
bocha and Indonesia. Indian traders and religions nreichens set- 
tled there m large numbers. The des'cdopinent of art and litera- 
ture rn these countries was influenced l.\' the Ramcnma and the 
Mahabhawta aird Buddhist religion. Temples at Angkorval in 
Cambodia and Borobudur m Java (Indonesia) still remind ii.s of 
our ancient relations with these countries, A number of 
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countiynien crossed the Himalayas and went as far as Tibet and 
China. Many pilgrims from abroad came here. Fahien and Huen 
Tsang from China were among them. 

Indias Siippaii to MuL-cinanis of Independence 

In the last few ceiiLuiios these countries like our own also 
became victims of the colonial policies of western powers. The 
achievement of freedom in our country and tlie success of revolu- 
tion in China brought about new awakening in Asia. Countries 
like Burma, Malaya, Indonesia and Ceylon also attained freedom. 
India always expressed her sympathy and support towards their 
aspirations and appreciated the problems faced by them. In 
1949, in pursuance of this policy, we made a fervent appeal in 
favour of the liberation of Indonesia from Dutch imperialism. 
In tlie same way, our country has helped the cause of freedom 
in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. We have also opposed imperial- 
ist interfcience in the Arab World. 

Relations with Nepal and Ceylon 

The kingdoms of Nepal, Bhutan and Sikkim are situated in 
tlie lap of the Himalayas. The frontieis of our country and Ne- 
pal meet in the north of Uttar Pradesh and southern slopes of 
the Himalayas. Foreign trade of Nepal and her physical contact 
with other countries is possible very largely through our coun- 
tiy. Wc have followed a policy of non-interference in the affaiis 
of Nepal. Our country has contributed to the economic develop- 
ment of Nepal, Wc have helped them in the construction of the 
Tribhuvan Raj Path, the only road link between our country and 
Nepal. Development of close relations between our two coun- 
tries is in die interest of both, From the point of view of culture, 
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ImLoiy, luitU' .uul cniinnctc!'. tin lictwi'i'u Uiu two 

<'(nmtn('.s arc alrc.uK laiKu ak.ililc. 

Cevlun prctltHuinuutly a UiuUdii'^t (<aniln You remember 
tluU Maheiidm aiul Sauji^Im Mitia, tlu- son aiul lire cbiugliler 
of Emperor Asoka. liail ttoiic fo O ylMi aiul liad liclped in 
the spread of BucldliMU there. As a Urge uuiulicr of Buddliist 
holy places such as Saiichi. S.imath. Uiuih Cluya and Kushiuagar 
are iu India, thousands of (aulnucso Ihuldhists cniuc to our 
coiuilry on pilgriinayc M’c lia\c igood tiadc rclulions with 
Ceylon. A large uumher of ilu- people o{ indiuu origin, from tire 
South, have .settled there. Tli<'\ are luostlr eiuployed iu tea and 
rubber plautatioii.s. Oui political lekitions with (icylou are also 
cordial, and \vc follow a polirw of uiulu.il help and eooperalioir. 

RclntUms tcith China 

Nearlv ouc-tliiid of the popul.iliou of the world rc.sides in 
India and China. For ceuluries. the two uoighbours li.ul lived 
on friendly tcim.s. Iu lire pa.sl when eouinuniiealions hcLween 
the two countries were diflieiill and w<t<' full of dangers, m.any 
people from each of the two (ouulries sisited the oilier, Buddh- 
ism made a significaiiL coulnluiliou iu devolopiiig cultural rela- 
tions between the two countries. A ninuIuT of Indian Buddhist 
scholars went to China Prominent among them arc‘ Buddha 
Bhadra, Pannartha, Guna Blradra, Dh.nma Cupta and Dhanna 
Raksha. Padma Sambhava is a higldv respcetable name in Tibet, 
Many Chinese traveller .s—Fahieii, Iliieu-Tsang, I-Tsiug among 
these— came here iu search for knowledge, hlauy Cihiuese stu- 
dents used to come for .studic.s at Nalaiida. Despite their dilterent 
cultures, these two countries with tlnai aueieul cir'ilisatioirs con- 
tinued to live together as good neighhoms for tliou.sands of years, 
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Fiom lliu Riicicnt times lo until only a few years ago the 
political rcla tioiis between the Uvo countries were also fifeiidlv 
Wc became free m 1947, and China through a revolution heed 
herscll from western influence in 1949, We strongly advocated 
the seating of the Peoples Republic of China in the U,N and 
now Cliina is a memliei of the U.N. China too appieciated the 
policy c)l (.loexistenec and put her signatuies on the Panch Shed 
or the Pive iiinciple.s of peaceful coexistence Later, however 
■China changed her policy towards India and encroached upon 
our IciTitoiy. Ihis resulted in a dispute over the frontiers. We 
tried to settle the dispute peacefully but the expansionist pohev 
.ol China frusliated all our attempts. On 20 October 1962, the 
Chinese loiees launched heavy attacks on oiii fiontieis m N E F 
(now Anmadialj and Ladakh. Wc defended these hilly and 
.siiow'v aieas of our territory with all our stiength Though the 
war was soon over, noimal relations have not yet been restored. 
Chinas policy towards India is still unfriendly In the recent 
conflict ivith Pakistan, China again sided with Pakistan. Our 
Goveimnent is continuing its efforts to develop friendly relations 
with China. China was admitted to the United Nations ni 1971, 
India, as in the past, this time also voted m support of the ad- 
mission of China into the United Nations. China is also a perma- 
nent member of the Security Council of the U.N, The restoration 
of friendly relations between India and China for which onr 
■Government is desirous, will be of benefit to the peoples of both 
the countries. 


Relations with Pakistan 

In 1947, India was partitioned and Pakistan was bom. In 
general, the territories in which tlie Muslims were in a majontv 
were put under this separate counti'y. When the territories bet- 
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wet'll tlu'Kt' Iw'O ctiuiitrit"; wen* tlciuan utcil, Uifrc naturally arose 
(liltViTUcct. Beside*, these l<i.<i‘tler disimtes, theio was also the 
serious problem of distribntion ul liver waters. Thu evacuee pro- 
prerlv became another bene of eonteiitifui between the two coun- 
tries. Such wine the dilfeieut pmlih'ins which demantled solu- 
tion. Many of these problems wi’U' solved amicably. 

Until tint partilifiu the people lesidinj; in llu< two countries 
at pircscnt were tins inhabitants of one anti the same counby, 
They have a common ctrUnral heritage. Uven after the two se- 
parate States came into being, thonsamls of Pakistanis come as 
pilgrims to Ajmer Sliarif e\'ery year. Many of them have tlieir 
relations here. Similarly, many of onr dtizeu.s have their relations 
in Pakistan. During our strngglc for freedom, divisive femes arose 
in our political life. Chief among thest' was eommimali.sm. It was 
encouraged by the foreign ruler.s ami it letl to the partition, 

Our disputes over frontiers and river water have not proved 
so serious a.s the situation created by Pakistan with her aggres- 
sive policies over Kashmir. Ever .since the partition, Pakistan has 
an eye on Kashmir, Within a fortnight after independence, Pa- 
kistan attacked Kashmir and occupied a large chunk of our ter- 
ritory there. We sent our armies which prevented the advance 
of the Pakistani forec.s, In conformity with the ideals of the Uni- 
ted Nations we did not settle links dispute bj* force but submitted 
it to the United Nations. Tire U.N, helped in bringing about die 
cease-fire; but a substantial portion of the Kashmir leuitory is 
stiU under Pakistani occupation. 

Once again, on 5 August 1965, Paki.stan made another big 
attempt to seize Kashmir. Earlier, she had obtained defence aid 
from the Western countries like the U.S.A. With this end in view 
she had joined the S.E.A.T.O. and the Baghdad Pacts, Despite 
her prolonged preparations Pakistan did not succeed in her aim. 
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111 the end the U.N. intervened and the li'uce was declared on 
28 September 1965. With a view to eEecting agreement between 
the two countries the Prime Munster of the Soviet Union invited 
the Prime Minister of oui' country, Shri Lai Bahadur Shastri, and 
the President of Paldstan, General Ayub Klian, to Tashkent. On 
10 January 1966, tire two countries made an agreement, which is 
■called the Tashkent Agreement. It was hoped tliat this would 
biiirg about a permanent change in the attitude of Pakistan and 
that die relations between the two would improve. The actions 
and pronouncements of Pakistan, however, made it clear that 
she had not given up her unfriendly attitude towards our coun- 
try, We have no intentions to encroach upon her territory, nor 
do we want to interfere in her internal affairs; but friendship 
cannot depend only on one, the other also has to extend liis 
hand of friendship. 

Emergence of- Bangladesh 

One of the most significant developments in the history of 
leccirt years is the emergence of Bangladesh as an independent 
nation. As yon know, India was divided into two independent 
nations nr 1947 — India and Pakistan. Pakistan compi'ised West 
Punjab, Sind, Baluchistan and N.WF.P. in the west called West 
Pakistan and East Bengal in the east called East Pakistan. 
In 1971, what was formerly called East Pakistan became 
an independent natron. It was the result of the policies 
pursued by the mlers of Pakistan since 1947. For about 13 years 
from 1958, Pakistan was under military dictatorship. The mili- 
tary rulers denied the people any say in die affairs of the gov- 
ernment, Added to this there had been tire suppression of the 
people of East Bengal, The eastern and western wings of Pakis- 
tan were separated by about 1600 kms. The people of the eastern 
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wing, lluit i.s in IviNl 15' v,«'ir supprissi-d fnim the very 
lu'giiuiixig uf thf cu a(i"U »'i Vakisian. 'Ihc gfAcruniciit followed 
iv policy (»f rt'cluciiig Hast Hcugal t<i llu* p'ssitinit ot ^ coloiav of 
■\Vc.st PakisUiii. Siao’ t'HT. tl«* pfoph’ »/{ ICasl llongal had been 
Mmggliug to put an i-rid to this (•\p!i's(,itiiUi. lu 10B8, there was 
un iigUaliou ugaiiist tlu- mihtan dit tat* ti ship all over Pakistan, 
()u 2o hlart-h UJO'l, (a'lnwal Ayah hh.io. tin* then I'rcsident of 
Pakistan, handed over poutr to auollit-r niilitarv ofliecr General 
Yaliya Khan. Gfiicral Y.tliya Klt.iu pnanisi d to the peiiple mto- 
ratinu of deuiocnuy and in Deeenduu' flections were held 
all over Pakistan fur c'lnneniiig a Nati*mal ,\ssniil)ly that would 
frame a Constitnliuu for the eunnlrv and aii as the country’s 
parliament. The people of hast Heng.d (''instituted more than 50 
per ('('111 of the total population ul' Pakistan Imt tlii'v were treated 
hv the nileis of Pakistan as a sith|t i I pcoplo, t'lulcr the leader- 
ship of Sheikh Mnjilnir Rehinaii and In-, jraih,. die Awami Lea- 
gue, the peopU' of Kast Bengal deiuaiuh'd lestoratiou of derafi- 
eracy arid aii end to tlieir evpli.ilalii'u Ls \Ve^t Pakistan, For 
this Ihev demanded that Kast Bt ngal shuidd liceoine autono- 
mous Tn the eleelinus to the N'.iliuiial \sseiulily, the .Awami 
League swept the' polls in Kast Bengal and seenred an absolute 
majority of .seats in the National Asseiiddv, IIoweraT, the lailers 
of Paki.stan were not piepared to rc'spei f lhi‘ wishes of the peo- 
ple and they dcciclocl to resoit to terror, tiislisul of handing over 
power tir the elected I'epresentatives- of tin’ people they arrested 
Sheikh Mujihur Itehman and the Pakistani uimv let loose a reigu 
of terror against the people of IGasl Bengal ITundreds of diou- 
saircls of people were; nias.saered .As u (Cmsetpienee of the conti- 
nuing reign of terror, alrout 10 rnillioir ]U*ople of Ka.st Bengal 
escaped to India. The people of India r'cndered them whatever 
humanrtarian aid their resoureos peruritled them. hlcarrwMle, 
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the elected leaders of East Bengal led by Sheikli Mujibur Reh- 
man declaicd East Bengal as a sovereign independent nation— 
Bangladesh They formed their own government and oiganisecl 
an arm)' — Mukti Bahini (Army of Liheiation) — to free their coun- 
try from the Pakistani anny They succeeded in liberating laige 
pads of their countiy, Meanwhile, Pakistan government began 
to adopt aggressive postures against India. The people of India 
could not For long bear the burden of supporting millions of re- 
fugees on their soil, The successes achieved by the Mukti Bahini 
indicated that it would not be long before Bangladesh became 
independent. The laige number of refugees escaping into India 
cieated new problems and tlierefoie India could not remain a 
mere spectator 

On 3 December 1971 Pakistan, having failed to suppress^ 
the Mukti Bahini, declared war on India, The war ended within 
fourteen days with the defeat of Pakistan. On 17 December 
Pakistani army in East Bengal surrendered and a new friendly 
neighbouring country Bangladesh was born. 

India was the first country to recognise the People's Repub- 
lic of Banglade.sh Since then many other counliies including the 
U.S.S.R have lecognised the new nation. Bangladesh, like India,, 
adopted the piinciplcs of democracy, socialism and socnlaiism. 
Sheikh Mu]ibur Rehraan, the Prime Mini.sLer of Banglaclc.sh, has 
declared these piinciple.s as true bonds of very close friendship- 
between the two neighbouring countries. Both the countries have 
started developing trade relations for mutual benefit India ha.s 
taken up the solemn task of assisting m the rebuilding of Bangla- 
desh in whatever way her own resoru'ces permit. 
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FAEHCINKS 


ULT^lllujlIIlllir 


1 . How 1^ llkj I'lo^itiuii of Nepal dilfiivnt fiimi imr utlaj 
tnei? 

*1, What wiiii the iialiiie ol ii'Litnim lidv.cf'u om . 


Ill the 


a Why ili(l llic Rdflf'i Htpniiii, „f ci,,,,,, 

4, Wlial ire the iisin iiiiJet ilispiilc Whiitii Misliii and (n„sn|y(jp 

5. Dnailie llin o( llip ppfc ,if Il,ii|,|;,d,,,l| 

6 i Wiiteshoit notes on: 

(a) Tiibhuvan Raj Path 
Tashkent Agreement, 


deuce, 




and names of our iii*iglil)(iiii,s 


'111 an oiitliiip map of India. 



■i ^ India and the 

® ^ United Nations 


T here was tenlble manslaughter dmmg tlie Second World 
War. Millions of people were killed, a larger number were 
wounded and maimed. It is difficult to estimate the material loss 
suffered by the nations. The leaders of the world were worried 
that should another war break out, the whole world would be 
destroyed, Hence, tliey began to think of an organisation which 
might save tlie world from the agony of another World War 
After the Fust World War (1919) a similar attempt was made 
and an organisation called the League of Nations was set up, 
Tliis organisation did not succeed in preventing the outbreak of 
the Second World War, which broke out in 1939. During the 
Second World War the need for such an organisation was reU’ 
Used once again. Therefore, in January 1942, a declaration was 
made on behalf of Great Britain, die U.S.A, and the U.S.S.R. in 
which the need for the estabhshment of an organisation of dif- 
ferent nations was emphasised. Then on 30 October 1943, the 
Foreign Ministers of Great Britain, the U S.A., the U.S.S.R., 
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China ami Funmn issuml a stalmmiL ; “Wn teal ihaL as simn as 
possible, an inlin'uaUoual orgauisalioii Khouhl he foimed. This 
oigunisalion will he hased upon ihe etpialilv' ot all soveieign and 
peaee-loshig Stales, and its incmhciship will be open to all the 
.States, big and small. Fstahlishment ol peace and .security will 
he the aim oi' llits organisation.” 

With the above objectives m vimv a eourerenee of the le- 
pic.seiitative.s of hflv nations was eouveiiecl in Apiil 194.3 at San 
Ib'anci.sco in the U.S.A. These fifty nations together loimally es- 
tahlishcd the, U.N.O. Since then 14 October (the date when the 
States ratified the Charter of the U.N O.) is celebuiLed as the 
U.N Da)'. In 1970 the Sihei fubilee of the U N. wa.s celebrated. 

The Chaitcr of the U.N. makes a mention of the following 
objectives ; 

1. to maiutain intcmatumal peace and scciirit)'; 

2. to develop fvicndb' lelatioiis among nations based on res- 
pect foi the c{|ual rights and self-determination ol peoples, 

3. to cooperate in solving inleinalional problems of an econo- 
mic, social, cultural or luunanilaviau ebaraeter, and in pro- 
moting respect for luiin'an rights and fimdamcutal freedoms 
for all; and 

4. to be a ccnlre for harmoui/iug llic actions of nations in 
atiaining these common ends, 

It is clcai from the studs- of llie.so objectives dial the main 
aim of the U.N is to protect hiimaniti- fiom the liorror.s of war. 
On the eslabli.shmcnt of peace alone the nation.s can cliv'Cil all 
their energy and rcsoiuces to the rai.sing of the living .standards 
of their people, Thc.se objectives -arc in conformity witli our own 
national objectives, Onr Constitution recognises these ideals of 
the U,N. It makes a mention of these objectives, 
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Ol'ftanisulion of ihe U N. 

There ai'(‘ six organs of live U.N. ■ (Ij General Assembly; 
(2) SeeuilLy Council; (3) Economic and Social Council; (4) Irus- 
Iceship Coniicrl; (5) International Court of Justice; and (6) Sccio- 
taiiat. 


Representatives of all the memher-States of the U.N. arc 
the incmhers of the General Asscmbl 3 % Every member-State 
can send a maximum of five representatives to the General A,s- 
scmbly; but at the time of voting a State is entitled to cast only 
one vote. The General Assembly ordinarily meets only once a 
year and elects its pre,sident for that year. In 1953 the General 
Assembly elected Smt Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, the leader of our 
delegation to the U.N, as its President The member-States 
discuss important .subjects m the General Assembly, Tins bodv 
elects members of different Councils of the U.N 


Security Council is considered the most important organ of 
the U.N. It has two types of members, permanent and rion-per- 
manent. Its permanent members are the U.S.A., the U S.S.R., the 
U.IC,, France and the People’s Republic of China. The other ten 
non-permanent rnembers are elected by the General Assembly 
for a term of two years Our country has been elected to this 
bodv a nirmber of trmes and is presently also a member 

There are eighteen members m the Economic and Social 
Council They are elected by the General Assembly for a ter nr 
of three years, The aim of this body is to promote the social and 
GconoiTiic dcvolopincnt of nations. 

The Trusteeship Council looks after and supervises the 
affairs of certain special types of tenitorres. These terirtoires nr- 
clnde those which were administered under the supervision t 
the League of Nations, and the other teiiiturios which have been 
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decliucd Tiust Teirituiics under the U.N. uCter the Second Wodd 
War, 

The International Court of Justice has fifteen Judges who 
can serve it for a teim of nine yeans. This court settles inlcriia- 
tioiial disputes. 

The Secretariat of the U.N. consists of the officials who 
carry on the w'ork of the U.N. Its chief aclminislralor is called 
the Sccretaiy-Gcncral, lie is appointed by the General Assembly 
on the recommendation of the .Seeiuily Council. Besides admi- 
instralive lunetions, he has the ie.spmisil)iliLy to draw the atten- 
tion of the Security Council to those issues which threaten the 
peace of the world, The present Sccietari'-Gcueral of the U.N. 
is Dr. Kurt Waldheim lie is a national ol yVnsliia 

Specialised Agencies 

To realise die social and economic aims of the U.N. \’arious 
specialised agencies have been created. These agencies work 
under the supervision of the Economic and Social Council of the 
U.N. Some of the Agencies are , 

1. Iiilcniaiioiial Labour Organisation (I.L.O.) 

2. Food and Agricultuie Organi.salic)u (F.A.O.) 

3. United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (U.N.E.S.G.O.) 

4. International Civil Aviation Organisation (I.C.A.O.) 

5. Inteinational Monetary Fund (I.M.F.) 

6. World Health Organisation {W.H.O.) 

7. Universal Postal Union (U.P.U.) 

8. International Telecommunication Union (LT.U.) 

9. World Meteorological Organisation (W.M.O.) 

10. Inleraalional Trade Organisation (I.T.O.) 
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Oitv Cooperation with the U.N. 

Fiom llio very iiiceplioii of the U.N. we have coopeiated 
with it. Ill pursuance of its resolutions the U.N has frequently 
to enforce tiucc, but it has no forces at its disposal, On such 
occasions the U N. asks diflerent member-States to lend their 
forces to it. Our country has often sent its forces on the request 
of the U.N. We sent a medical mission to render Fust Aid to. 
the wounded during the Koiean War. Impressed by om impar- 
tiality, India was made the Chairman of the Commission on the 
Piisoners of War. In praise of the impartial role of our forces 
in the Korean affair General Eisenhower, the then Piesident of 
the U.S., said that in the recent years, no other army had per- 
formed more delicate and difficult mission than the Indian army 
in Korea, The peiformances of the officers and lanks of tlie 
Indian aimy conformed to its highest reputation. They are 
worthy of the highest praise. 

India was made chaiiman of tlie commission for the super- 
vision of the truce in Indo-China in 1954. Under the directions 
of the U.N. our forces went to die Gaza strip and Lebanon to 
enforce peace there. Peace corps of the U.N have worked under 
the officers of our defence forces several times. 

Our country has expressed in U.N, its views in favour of 
freedom for all the dependent countries and against racial dis- 
crimination. We supported the cause of freedom of countries 
such as Indonesia, Libya, Tunisia, Malaya and Ghana, In 1960, 
the Geneial Assembly of U,N. issued a declaration about the 
grant of freedom to dependent countries Our country was the 
Chauman of the Committee which was set up to implement this 
declaiation. Time and again we raised at the sessions of Geneial 
Assembly the question of racial discrimination in South Africa. 

Under the auspices of the U.N., a conference on disarmament 
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has bcicii coiivciifcl. Il has rcpresciiUiliM's of cagliteeii nations 
as its incinbois (jf whioh (lur (.'ouiiliy is (iiio Oui uoojx'i'atinu with 
this body is siginfu aiil, ^Vo lia^'c always held that atomic cnicagy 
should be used only foi the wellaiu oi the punplu, not ioi the 
mauulatiuve of aims, ()u the ocvasiim of the SiKci Julalee of 
iho U.N., while addrcssiiig the (k’lieial Assemlily, our Piime 
Mmistor, LSmt. Indira Cluiidhi, cMlled disarinaiiu'iit the lu'cd of 
tlm time and said tliat even if only a small jiarl of llu' momiy 
spent on the produetinii of armaments is spanul, il will make 
available for the good and weKaie, of raankmd immense resouiee.s 
which will help vciy much in reducing economic dispaulies 
among nations. 

U.N’n Rolo 

While nation, s of the world coojieratc ^^’ith the U,N. in 
many ways, the U.N, also In'lps counlnes, Specialised agencies 
of the U.N. have rendered appreciable assistance m our .social, 
educational, economic, leclntical and scientific dovelopracnl. 
Some of the details arc as follows-. 

The Food and Agiicullurc Organisation (F.A.O.) has helped 
the Terai region in Uttar Pradesh in making il fit for cultivation, 
This Organisation is making attempts to pi event the spiead of 
soil erosion in Rajasthan and to turn it into fertile land. It 
Iras established centres of research in fishing industri' and rice 
production. 

The World Plealth Organisation (W.II.O.) has done appre- 
ciable work in the promotion of public beallh. Through this 
Organisation we obtained in .sulReient quantity D D.T. for the 
eradication of malaria, and B C.G. vaccines to coimteiact tuber- 
culosis. It has awarded a number of fellow.ships for higher studies 
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in the fil'Id of medicine nnd has given many kinds of aids and 
facilities foi the \velfai'c of ehiklreii. 

Wc have ix'ceived snppoit from the U.N. in the field of 
■education and culture, Its agenc)', the U.N.E.S.C O., has given 
.sufficient help in the expansion of education. We have received 
help fiom the U.N.E.S.C.O. in the field of technolog}', in the 
exelunige of teachers and .students and in promoting cultural 
-contacts with other countries. 

Wo have received help horn the U.N. in our economic 
development in many ways. The Woild Bank has advanced 
loan.s lor our Five-Year Plans and we have received technical 
tidviec of the specialists in connection with a number of 
pi ejects. 

Thus, wc have been eooperating with the U.N. for achieving 
its goal, and, in return, receiving its assistance in lealismg 
our aims and ideals. It wa.s on tire suggestions of our countiy 
that the year 196.5 was celebrated as the “International Coopeia- 
linn Ycai”. In fact piogress in the field of art, science, and 
technology has crossed national frontiers, Therelorc, welfare of 
mankind is dependent upon international cooperation alone. 


EXERCISES 

1 How was tlie U.N O, fonndeet 

2 Give ti liiief account ui the pz’incipul oigans of the U N 

.3. Hhite dovni the names and functions of any foin of the Specialised Agencies 
of the U N. 

4 In what way lias our countiy coopeiated with the U.N. ? 

5 What advantages does oui countiy deiive fioin its membeiihip of the U.N ? 



8G iNDEPExnr.NT 


0 Wliitli (it tlio liiliiiv. Ill',; uiv till* Kpi cisiiiii-il .\’;t iiLici iil the 
(i) SiTuvily Cimiu'il 
{iij riiCnn.ttinn.il Omit of 
(ill) Tmslrcshii'i (ioiiiioil 
(ivj Woilil Health OifrJiiis.itioii 
(v) Hciuioiiiic and .SooLtl Council 

7, Tick ( \/' ) till* !,tuli'tiii<iil>i wliicli au* cunect iiluiiit tin* t',\. 

(a) It has its cmni dufonci! fuicc, 

(li) 'the liciul ol its scoriitmial is enUed the I’lesichiil. 

(c) Tlicro are five oermanent memhcis oF tho Sccuiity Council, 

(d) Till' Iiiteiiiiilitiiiid Monetary Fiuid is a Specialised Agency of the TJ.N. 

(e) Tin; Jnti'iiiatimiid Court of Justice is one of the prinoip.il mgtms df the 

U.M. 


ACnVITJES 

1. Collect postal stamp.? of diffcicnt ccmiitiies. 

2. Show tho memher-States of the Security Council on an oulhiie map of 
the woild. 

a Write a letter to your pen fiioiid alnuad and ai'tjnaini. him Milh the 
language, dicss, etc., of your countiy, 

4. Obtain the publications of the U.N. from its New Delhi ollico to do a 
project on the U.N. 




